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Source: ABC/BBC/ARD poll ïAfghanistan: Where things stand, poll of  a random sample 1,534 Afghans in all 34 of the countryôs provinces;, February 9, 2009

ÅWhile 62 percent of Afghans rate their overall living conditions positively, thatôs declined steadily from 83 

percent in 2005.

ÅThere has been significant progress in some areas. 

ÅSeventy -two percent of Afghans say schools have been rebuilt or reopened in their area in the past 

five years (up 7 points from 2007); 53 percent, mosques; 47 percent, roads (up 12 points); 45 percent, 

health clinics (up 8 points); and 44 percent, police stations.   

ÅWhile fewer than half, 42 percent, say they have good roads, bridges and other infrastructure in 

their area, thatôs up sharply from 24 percent in 2005. 

ÅSeventy -seven percent rate their local schools positively; 65 percent say they have clean water, up 

12 points compared with 2007 and a new high. 

ÅAnd 73 percent support the presence of foreign aid organizations in Afghanistan.  

ÅIn other areas,

Åbarely over half rate their access to medical care positively. 

Fifty -nine percent have no formal education. Forty -eight percent cannot read. 

ÅJust under half positively rate their protection from the Taliban and other armed groups. 

ÅWhile 61 percent say they can move about safely, thatôs down 10 points from 2007, and leaves four 

in 10 without such freedom of movement. And beyond food and fuel, in terms of prices overall, 58 

percent report difficulty being able to afford things they want and need.

Å(Only) 51 percent, say foreign aid groups are making progress in providing a better life for Afghans. 

And fewer still, 30 percent of Afghans, say foreign development aid has benefited them personally. 

Thereôs also concern about its future: Nearly three-quarters are worried about the impact of the 

global financial crisis on aid to their country.

Afghan Conditions of Life
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Conditions in Your Area -
Good?  2009-2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009

Schools Water Food Medical careRoads & BridgesEconomy Electricity

2009-2 77% 65% 63% 51% 42% 29% 19%
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Source: ABC/BBC/ARD poll ïAfghanistan: Where things stand, poll of  a random sample 1,534 Afghans in all 34 of the countryôs 

provinces;, February 9, 2009
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Source: ABC/BBC/ARD poll ïAfghanistan: Where things stand, poll of  a random sample 1,534 Afghans in all 34 of the countryôs provinces;, February 9, 2009

ÅMore than half report incomes less than the equivalent of $100 a month; 93 percent, 

under $300. 

ÅFifty -nine percent have no formal education. Forty -eight percent cannot read. 

ÅThe affordability of food is worsening: Sixty -three percent of Afghans say they cannot 

afford to buy all or even some but not all of the food they need, up 9 points from late 

2007. And while 63 percent report adequate availability of food (regardless of 

affordability), thatôs down from 82 percent in 2006.   

ÅFuel prices, likewise, are a major problem; 68 percent say they canôt afford the fuel they 

need for cooking or heat, a serious issue in the cold Afghan winter. 

ÅJust 29 percent say thereôs a good supply of jobs or economic opportunities in their 

area. 

ÅAnd the number who characterize their economic opportunities as ñvery badò has 

doubled since 2006 -- from 17 percent then to 33 percent now, one in three Afghans. 

ÅElectricity supply is steadily the single biggest complaint, along with economic 

opportunity and prices. 

ÅFifty -five percent have no electricity whatsoever in their homes; just one in 20 has 

power all day. 

ÅAnother poorly rated area is support for agriculture, such as the availability of seed, 

fertilizer and farm equipment, a central concern in a country thatôs three-quarters rural, 

with food prices so problematic.   

Afghan Economic Realities 
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Afghan GNP: 2002-2008 

Source: Departmentof Defense,Progresstoward SecurityandStability in AfghanistanJanuary2009Reportto Congressin accordancewith the2008National DefenseAuthorizationAct (Section1230,

PublicLaw110-181), January2009, p.91.
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Perceived Ability to 
Afford Food: 2007 vs. 2009 -2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009
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Afghan Agriculture: Output By Crop and Value of Exports

Source: Departmentof Defense,Progresstoward SecurityandStability in AfghanistanJanuary2009Reportto Congressin accordancewith the2008National DefenseAuthorizationAct (Section1230,

PublicLaw110-181), January2009, pp. 67& 68.
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Economy & Essential Services
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Under five

Mortality rate

Children % not 

growing normally

Afghanistan 19.1 48

Algeria 4.9 6

Ghana 10 25

Kenya 12.2 23

Malaysia 0.8 18

Morocco 4.4 9

Peru 3.9 8

Sudan 10.7 17

Uzbekistan 6.9 19

Nationwide Results Results by Province 
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NATO/ISAF Health Care Map  in 2008
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Education Map in 2009
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madrassa?ò
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Education 2009


