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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Biggest Danger to 
Afghanistan : 2-2009

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009
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Among other violence, a quarter report car bombs or suicide attacks in their area in 

the past year; three in 10, kidnappings for ransom. Thirty -eight percent report 

civilian casualties in the past year, attributed about equally either to 

U.S./NATO/ISAF or to anti - government forces, and somewhat less so to Afghan 

government forces.  Given these and their many other challenges, the number of 

Afghans who expect their lives to improve in the year ahead has dropped from a 

peak of 67 percent in 2005 to 51 percent today. And just under half, 47 percent, 

expect a better life for their children, hardly a ringing endorsement of the countryôs 

prospects. The resurgence of the Taliban is a key element of the public alarm: 

Fifty - eight percent of Afghans see the Taliban as the biggest danger to the country, 

measured against local warlords, drug traffickers or the U.S. or Afghan 

governments. And 43 percent say the Taliban have grown stronger in the past year, 

well more than the 24 percent who think the movement has weakened. 
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Support in your Area 
for US/NATO/ISAF Forces: 2006 to 2009-2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009
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émore Afghans now blame the countryôs strife on the United States and its allies than on the Taliban. Thirty-six percent mostly blame U.S., 

Afghan or NATO forces or the U.S. or Afghan governments for the violence that occurring, up by 10 points from 2007. Fewer, 27 percent, now 

mainly blame the Taliban, down by 9 points.  

Afghanistanôs central and provincial governments have a stronger presence and greater public confidence than Western forces -- but they, too, 

have suffered. In 2005, still celebrating the Taliban's  ouster in November 2001, 83 percent of Afghans approved of the work of President Karzai 

and 80 percent approved of the national government overall. Today those have slid to 52 and 49 percent respectively. 

Crucially, the Kabul government and its Western allies do better where they are seen as having a strong presence and as being effective in 

providing security, as well as in areas where reported conflict is lower. Where security is weaker or these groups have less presence, their 

ratings decline sharply.  For example, among people who say the central government, the provincial government or Western forces have a 

strong local presence, 58, 57 and 46 percent, respectively, approve of their performance. Where the presence of these entities is seen as weak, 

however, their respective approval ratings drop to just 31, 22 and 25 percent. 
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Views of NATO ISAF 
Forces :2006 to 2009 / 2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009
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Among people who report bombing or shelling by U.S. or NATO/ISAF forces in their area, support for the presence of U.S. forces drops to 46 

percent, vs. 70 percent among those who report no such activity.   Thereôs a similar pattern in support for retribution against U.S. or NATO/ISAF 

forces. While 25 percent of all Afghans now say violence against such forces can be justified, that jumps to 44 percent among those who report 

air strikes or shelling in their area. Itôs a similar 45 percent in the South and East, where the fighting has been most intense.  By contrast, 

support for attacks on Western forces drops to 18 percent where no bombing or shelling has occurred, and to 15 percent in the provinces where 

conflict has been lowest, roughly the northern half of the country. All told, one in six Afghans report coalition bombardment in their area within 

the past year, but with huge variation; it soars to nearly half in the Southwest and nearly four in 10 in the East. 





NATO/ISAF Forces: April 2009 - I
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Source:NATO/ISAF: http://www.nato.int/isaf/docu/epub/pdf/placemat.html



NATO/ISAF Forces: April 2009 - II
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Source:NATO/ISAF: http://www.nato.int/isaf/docu/epub/pdf/placemat.html



NATO/ISAF Forces: April 2009 - III
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Source:NATO/ISAF: http://www.nato.int/isaf/docu/epub/pdf/placemat.html



NATO/ISAF Forces: December 2008
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Source:NATO/ISAF: http://www.nato.int/isaf/docu/epub/pdf/placemat.html



NATO/ISAF Forces: December 2007
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Source:NATO/ISAF: http://www.nato.int/isaf/docu/epub/pdf/placemat.html



NATO/ISAF Forces: January 2007
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Source:NATO/ISAF: http://www.nato.int/isaf/docu/epub/pdf/placemat.html



Total NATO/ISAF/OEF Killed 
Through January, 2009
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Source: http://www.icasualties.org/oef/default.aspx.
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NATO/ISAF Military Deaths in 2008



US/NATO/ISAF/  Killed 

by Year: 2001-2008

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 Total

Allied 0 20 9 6 31 93 115 139 422

US 12 49 48 52 99 98 117 155 642

Total Military 12 69 57 58 130 191 232 294 1064
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Source: http://www.icasualties.org/oef/default.aspx.
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Total US Casualties
By Month, 2001-2008

Source: Defense Manpower Data Center, Statistical Information Analysis Division

Note: Killed in action includes died of wounds, Accidents includes other deaths
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Source: ABC/BBC/ARD poll ïAfghanistan: Where things stand, poll of  a random sample 1,534 Afghans in all 34 of the countryôs provinces;, February 9, 2009
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Afghan Views of the 
US: 2005-2009-2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009
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US Strategies and Plans for
Iraq and Afghanistan

GAO: ñIraq and Afghanistan, March 2009 , GAO-09-476T, p.19.


