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The Rising Intensity of Conflict: 2008- |

The lack of any systematicreporting on the intensity of the war is particularly striking
for 2008 It is clear from US background briefings that the level of conflict continuesto
intensify, but the data provided are national and do not show where the fighting is
becomingmost serious

The Secretary General of the UN and the US Director of National Intelligence have
provided someuseful summary judgments. (pp. 32-33)

The UN, NATO/ISAF governments, and the Afghan government do not, however,
provide reliable breakouts of Afghan casualties, no reliable central chronology, no
detailed description of NATO/ISAF or Afghan Army and police activity and outcomes
No meaningful maps are provided of either the pattern of conflict, or the shifts in
Taliban influence. Once again, activity in Afghanistan is decoupledfrom activity in
Pakistan.

The closestthing to useful summary reporting on the location of the fighting, and
trends by area and region, is provided by Senlis(pp. 35-41). It is important to note that
NATO sourcesand the Afghan government dispute much of the detail in these maps,
but that background briefings tend to support them. One key difference is that
background briefings by intelligence experts tend to describe much of the Taliban
presencein terms of support areasfor the fighting, while Senlisdescribesthem asareas
of Taliban influence.



The Rising Intensity of Conflict: 2008- Il

NATO and member government reporting focusesalmost exclusively on the fighting
and kinetic developments The Taliban, however, is not fighting the same war as
NATO/ISAF. It is seekingto expandits political and economicinfluence, not to defeat
NATO/ISAF and Afghan forcesin openbattle.

The Taliban and other Islamist fighters are also fighting a war of political attrition in
an effort to outlast NATO/ISAF presence,force out given countries and NGOs, and
push the Afghan peopleinto a belief they must deal with the Taliban. Polls by ABC and
TFT indicate that the Taliban and other Islamist fighters are having growing successn
achievingtheseobjectives

This doesnot meanthat the Taliban or other factions control most areas It doesoften
meanthat they are presentmore often that NATO/ISAF or Afghan governmentforces,
can pressure of threaten local leaders, can control part of the drug trade, and recruit
and pay young fighters 7 in a country with 40-60% youth unemployment or
underemployment The Senlis maps on pages38-43 of the briefing may not be fully
accurate,but they illustrate the point quite well.



Global Patterns in Terrorism versus Terrorism in
Middle East, Afghanistan, and Pakistan in 2008

Approximately 11,800 terrorist attacks against noncombatants occurred in various
countries during 2008, resulting in over 54,000 deaths, injuries and kidnappings.

ACompared to 2007, attacks decreased by 2,700, or 18 percent, in 2008 while deaths
due to terrorism decreased by 6,700, or 30 percent.

M\s was the case last year, the largest number of reported terrorist attacks occurred
in the Near East, but unlike previous years, South Asia had the greater number of
fatalities. These two regions were the locations for 75 percent of the 235 high
casualty attacks (those that killed 10 or more people) in 2008.

Battacks in Irag, Afghanistan and Pakistan accounted for about 55 percent of all
attacks

AOf the 11,770 reported attacks, about 4,600, or nearly 40 percent, occurred in the
Near East where approximately 5,500 fatalities, or 35 percent of the worldwide total,
were reported for 2008.

Anttacks in Iraq have continued to decline since 2007.

Annother 35 percent of the attacks occurred in South Asia with Afghanistan and
Pakistan registering increased attacks.

Aattacks in Pakistan more than doubled in 2008.

National Counterterrorism Cente2008 Report on Terrorisn80 April 2009 /p. 11.
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Cause of Civilian Deaths in Afghanistan: 2007 vs. 2008
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Deaths from Terrorism: 2007 vs. 2008
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Pakistanis More Concerned by Missile Strikes
Than by al Qaeda or TalibanT October 2008

54%

B Taliban and al Qaeda using Pakistan as a base
of operations to attack Afghanistan

B United States occasionally firing missiles at terrorist
camps in Pakistan

B Don't Know/No Response

Saurce: IRl Index, Pakistan PublicOpinion Survey; October, X008

ATriage The Nexta Twelve Months in Afghanistan and Pakistano,
David J. Kilcullenodo, June 2009, Page 19



Comparison of High-Fatality Sunni Attacks in Irag and Afghanistan
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Terrorist Incidents and Casualties in Afghanistan:

20052008
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O Attacks resulting in at least
one death, injury, or 369 694 890 948
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B People killed, injured, or
kidnapped 1551 3556 4662 5423

National Counterterrorism Cente2008 Report on Terrorisn30 April 2009}

/p. 14.
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Trends in Personborne Improvised Explosive Device
(PBIED) vs. Suicide Vehicleborne Improvised
Explosive Device (SVBIED) Attacks in Afghanistan:
20052008
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Rising Attacks in the South and East
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Rise in Violent Incidents Per Month: July-September 2008
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Number of Security Incidents By Month, January
2003 to June 2008
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|IED Attacks in Afghanistan: 2005-2008
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Rise in Afghan Violence: 2007 vs. 2008

Insurgent attacks and civilian casualties in the first quarter of 2008
versus the first quarter of 2007
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Suicide Bombs: 2002 First Six Months of 2008
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Sunni High-Fatality Attacks Grouped by Month of Attack
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Key Trends: 20082009- |

1 Varioustestimony andbriefingsshow that the average morthly numberof major incidents rose from only 50in 2002to 80 in 2003,150in 2005,425in
2006, and 566 in 200Bucide bombing rose fom 1 in 2001 and0 in2002to 2 in 2003 6in 2004,21in 2005, 123n 2006,and160in 2007,and
reached jus over1200by the endof the first sk montts of 2008.The numberof IEDs androadside bombsrose from 22 in 2002to 83in 2003,325in

+ 2004, 782 in 205, 1,9%12006,and2,615in 2007,althoughthe numter o effective IED attacks remained low.

9 The nunber of atacks inthe peak month ireach yea rose from 400in 2005to 800in 2006and 1,000 in2007,andreach 1,000n Septembe 2008.
Attacks causing &least onedeath rose rom 366in 2005to 695in 2006 and 892n 2007,andthe numbe killed, injued, orkidnappedrose from 1540in
2005 to 3,557ni2006and 4,672 in2007. Peak monthy US castdlties (killed andwounded)rosefro m less than 20 ffom 2002-2003 to thenid-30sin
2004, 70 in 2005 and 200#)d 130in 2007.

1 Thee figuresrose by roughly third between 2007and 2008. Ashe NAT O/ISAF figures dtached to thé analysis show.During 2008,thee was a33%
increase in kinetic events or military clashes a 276 inarease inindirect fire attacks, anda 67% incease insurface to air fire. Thenumber of IED atacks G
themog seioussource of casuelties, rose by 26% to 276. Therewas al1%% increase in the numberof attacks onGovernmert of Afghani stan personel,
and 50%rise in kidnagpingsand assassinations. The number of suicide attacks droppedby 5%, but their lethality andskill inaeased andso did estimates
of the rumberof suicide bombes in tiaining. The numbe of NAT O/ISAF deaths rose by 35% and cvilian deathsrose by 40-46%.

1 Thesituaion deterioratedfu rther in Bte 2008and early 2009,in patt because theweathe pemitted more Jihadist movement Clashe and #tacks in the
first two montls of 2009were twice the numbes & duringthesame peaiod in 2008 The surgedby 131% in the Eastem provinee of Kunar relative to
thesame month ir2008, highlighting the growthof thethreat inthe eat as vell as in the soubh.' Thissituation cortinuedto deteriorate in March. US
forces reported tlat "kinetic ectivity" in eastern Afghanistan increasel by 68 pecert this year cormpared to the gae 80-or-so-day sparlast yea. In the
two provircesbordering P&istaris Waziristan provinces, violence involving Wetern troopsis up 90 percent, and attacks roseby 130% in the area acress
from the Mohmand andBgjaur tribal aeas -- where the Palstan military daimed tte Talibanhad "lost'.

1 US and W intelligence mapsthat were issud orleaked during 2005to 2007,and morerecent NATO/ISAF mas issued inlanuary2009,do showthe
size of the highrisk-areasinside Afg hanistanhave inaceased by30%to 50% everyyear shce 2005 Kabu is scarcely undersege, but it has turnedrom a
city where NAT O/ISAF andaid personrel couldwander agourists toone sofilled with violence that the US andfor eign compound$iave bemme the
equivalent of anGreen Zore.C T hee hasbeen aparticularly serious intease inviolence in the Aighan-P&istanborderarea Thee were431insurgent
attacks inthe Khyber borderareaduring Jaruary-November2007,and 625 during the same period in2008Gan inaease of 45%."

"Fisnk Abbasi , dsitBambKills4 Troopsin AfgharistandW ashington Roklarch16,2009p. A8.

i candace Raieaux,fiUSFunded Intelligence Center Struggles in the BénR e g i Washington PostJanuary 12,8, p. A6.
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Key Trends: 20082009- I

Thesedaa underdate the scde of the problem since they do not count all the Afghan on Afghan violence that doesnot attack
govemment offi cials and forces and kidnappngs, night letters and Tdi banattackson Afghan civili ans have spreado cover neatly
half of the country. The UN ratesneatly half the country asunsde for movement by aid workersnot sup jprted by troops and securty
hasdeeriorated sharply in Kabul, particularly in thelad year. The level of violence, incidents, and casudtiescontinuesto rise,asdoes
the frequency and intensity of combat. A new threat hasaso developedto US and NATOASAF lines of suppy, aswell asimports
from Pakistan, during 2008 Thisis criticd becauseat leas 60% of all sup i escome from ports in Pakistan acrossthe borderin the
Khyber and FATA areas.

Whil e detail ed NAT O/ISAF and US mapsthat show the growth of Tdi ban, Hekmatyar, and Haggani areasof influence are clasdfi ed,
it is clearfrom unclas#i ed briefi ngs that theseinsurgent groupscontinue to expand their influence at the locd level. Althoughthey
are ontroversal, egimatesby the International council on Secuiity and Development (formerly the Senli s Council ) indicate that the, '

n Aibannow holds apemanent preserce in72% of Afghanistan, upfrom 54% ayear ago. Blibanforces have advamed from their scuthern
hearttlands, where they ae nowthe de facto governingpower in anumber of townsandvillages to Afghanista n western andnorth-western provinces,
aswell asprovinces northof Kabul. Within ayear, the Taliban'spermanent presence in the country has inaeasedby astatling 18%. T hreeout of the
four main highways into Kabul arenow compranised by Tdiban ativity. The capta city hasplummeted tominimum/levels of control, with the
Taliban andother ciminal elements infiltrating the city at will. ¢

Theincrease intheir geograplic spread llustrates that the Td i1 ts pditi@al, mlitary and econont stategies arenow more successful than tle We sst
in Afghanistan. Confdentin their expansionbeyondthe rural souh, the Bliban is &the gates of the capital and infiltrating thecity a will. Of the four
doors kadingout of Kabul, three arenow compramised by Taliban ativity. Theroads to thewed, towards tk Afghan National Ring Road through
Wardakto Kandaharhave becomeunsafe for Afghan or internationa trave by the itme travelers reach the entance to Wardak province, which is about
thirty minutesrom the city limits.

The roa south to Logar iso longersafe for Afghan orinternational travd. Theroad east toJalalabad & notsafe for Afghanor international trave orce
travelers reach the Sarob Jurction whid isabou an houroutstde of the city. Of the tworoads kaving thecity to thenorth only onei the road towards
thePanjshirvalley, Salangtunrel and Mazar i is consideed saé for Aighan and irternational travel. The secondoad towardsthe north that leads to ta
Bagram Air Bas is frequently usedby for eign andmilitary convoysand subject to insurget attacks.

By blocking the doorsto the city in thsway, tre Taliban irsurgents are clsing anoo% aroundthe city and establishing bases close to the city rom
which to laund attacks inside it. Using tlesebases, the Taliban andinsurgert attacks in Kabu have increased dramaticaly i including kidnappingof
Afghans and foeigners variousbombattacks andassassnations. This dynamic has created a fertile envirormentfor criminal ativity. The link
between the Taliban andcriminals are inceasing andthe lines between the variousviolent ators becoming blurred. All of these Taliban successes are
forcing the Afghan govemmert and tle Weg to the negdiating table.
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Key Trends: 20082009- Il

TheTaliban are now dictating terms inAfghanistan, bothpdliticaly andmilitarily. At the national levd, &lk of recorciliation andpower sharingbetween
undefined malerate éements of the Taliban movement andelected government off icials is canmonplace. At alocal level, the Taliban s maneuvering skilfully
to fill the governance void, frequerily ofe ring a mellower versionof localized leadership than chacterized their lag stint in

l

20



Security Summary (February 2009)

40% of Afghans say country headed in
right direction, 38% say headed in
wrong direction*

2008 Kinetic Activity

For Jan and Feb 09, 80% of kinetic events
occurred in 11% of the districts

Feb09 vs. Previ ous

(i.e. Nov08 -Jan09)
INS Initiated Attacks: +12% T

IED Events: -15%J] (57% of all casualties
since Jan 07)

Attacks on GIRoA: -37%J[]

Suicide Attacks: +3% T
Kidnappings/Assassinations: +20% ‘t
ISAF Deaths: +21% ff

ANSF Deaths: -27%J

Kinetic Evert DE“.S“Y Civilian Deaths: +9% T
' ’ E Building Host Nation Capacity:**
ANA: 77 total Kandak BNs formed
Except for the two items with asterisks, the source of 47 Kandaks capable of BN Ops
information on this slide is the NATO JOIIS database.
* Source: ABC News / BBC / ARD Poll conducted 30 ANP: 52 districts undergoing FDD
Dec 08 12 Jan 09 and published on 9 Feb 09. 13 of 20 Civil Order Police BNs
fielded

** Source: CSTC-A.
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