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The Shifting Nature of the Threat and Afghan Attitudes 

Towards the Taliban and Other Threat Elements

There are no reliable estimates of the trends in the strength of full and part time cadres 

for the four main threat groups: Taliban, Taliban in Pakistan, Haqqani Network 

(HQN), Hezb-e Islami Gulbuddun (HiG), and Al Qaôida.  All, however, seem to have 

grown and found at least partial sanctuaries since 2001, and especially since 2003. 

The intelligence community has not declassified maps of the areas influenced or 

dominated by such groups since late 2006 (p. 55). US experts have, however, noted that 

the Taliban has split between a more traditional Afghan Taliban under Omar in the south 

and a more splintered Taliban with closer links to Al Qaôida, the HiG, and HQN in the 

east and Pakistan

The US Director of National Intelligence and has also warned that threat activity 

continues to grow and outpace the development of Afghan forces, and US experts 

indicate that the Taliban has clear regional goals for expanding its influence and presence 

throughout Afghanistan in 2008. 

As for public attitudes, Afghans do not support terrorism, and are largely negative 

towards the Taliban ïalthough more supportive of Al Qaôida. They 

are, however, sufficiently concerned over the course of the war to advocate negotiations 

between the government and Taliban and a limited majority favor a coalition 

government. Afghans are also more supportive of the Taliban in the Pashtun south. 



Afghan Insurgent Groups

ÅThree major groups in Eastand South.
ÅForcesin East (WesternPakistan):

üTaliban (5,000-10,000 permanent Tier One fighters;
unknown number of part -time Tier Two fighters.

üHaqqani Network (HQN),

üand Hezb-e Islami Gulbuddin (HiG)

ÅAl Qaôidaprovides major support to insurgents in
westernborder areaof Pakistan

ÅOmar LeadsclassicTaliban hierarchy in South
ÅFATA area (ñWaziristanò)and Baluchistan are

major sanctuariesin Pakistani border area.
ÅPakistani government has ceded control of some

areas.
ÅPart of ISI supports insurgent groups.
ÅDeobandi Jihadists in Pakistan -- including

Pakistani Taliban -- and foreign volunteers
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Who Afghans Mainly 
Blame for Violence: 2007 vs. 2009-2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009

2007 2009-2

US, ISAF, Afghan Gov 26% 36%

Taiiban 36% 27%
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Trend in Experience with 
Taliban Violence :2006-2009/2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009

Night Letters Bombings Killings Arson

Figjhting 

Gov't/Foreign 

Troops

2006 24% 43% 42% 45% 45%

2007 26% 33% 34% 33% 42%

2009-2 21% 26% 32% 27% 33%
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Experience with Taliban 
Violence by Province: 2009/2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009

HelmandKandaharLogar Wardak HeartNangaharKabul Kunduz Balkh

Bombings 90% 60% 55% 51% 36% 16% 11% 11% 4%

Killings 81% 62% 54% 46% 42% 36% 27% 11% 10%

Fighting 90% 71% 59% 52% 45% 28% 12% 2% 1%
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Is Taliban Resurgent? : 2-
2009

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009

Nationwide Helmand Heart Kandahar Kunduz Balkh

Weaker 24% 16% 16% 27% 45% 47%

Stronger 43% 63% 56% 49% 32% 16%
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The Taliban are far from achieving popular support -- across a range of measures the group still is shunned by 

large majorities of Afghans. But 22 percent say it has at least some support in their area, and this soars to 57 

percent in the Southwest overall, including 64 percent in its home base, Kandahar. Thatôs up sharply from 44 

percent in the Southwest last year, and up from 41 percent in Kandahar.  Thereôs also evidence the Taliban have 

made some progress rebranding themselves. Twenty -four percent of Afghans say itôs their impression the 

Taliban ñhave changed and become more moderateò-- far from a majority, but one in four. And that view spikes 

in some provinces -- most notably, to 58 percent in Wardak and 53 percent in Nangarhar, bordering Kabul to the 

west and east, respectively. People who see the Taliban as more moderate are 20 points more likely to favor 

negotiating with the movement, and less supportive of the U.S. and NATO/ISAF presence in Afghanistan.
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: At Least Some Support for 
the Taliban : 2007 versus 2009/2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009
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2007 20% 44% 41%

2009-2 22% 57% 64%
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Afghans Saying At Least 
Some Support for Taliban: 2009/2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Taliban     More 
Moderate?: 2009/2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009
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ABC/BBC/ARD Poll: Should The 
Government Negotiate with the Taliban? 

2009-2

Source: Gary Langer, Director of Polling, ABC News, ñAfghanistan: Where Things Stand,ò Public Opinion Trends in Afghanistan, CSIS ïFeb. 11, 2009
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Public Perception: 
INS v. GIRoA Influence
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Source: MRA, ANQAR 2.0, Dec 08
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NATO/ISAF Events Map in 2008



Taliban Presence in November 2008

Source: ICOS, The Struggle for Kabul: The Taliban Advance,ò December 2008, p.9.
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NATO/ISAF Areas of Influence  in 2008
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