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Chen Taiyong is the Country Director for China’s Heifer Project International. He was assigned to Jianyang County

Bureau of Animal Husbandry after he graduated from Nanchong Agricultural College in July 1981. He became a partner

of Heifer Project in 1984. In 1988, Chen Taiyong was promoted as an animal specialist. Between 1987 and 1988, Chen

went to the United States for one year of dairy training sponsored by Heifer Project International (HPI). Since 1

November 1991, he has been serving as Program Assistant, Program Director and now Country Director in HPl China

Office. He manages HPI’s program in China and also coordinate HPI’s program in North Korea. He attended various

of training courses provided by HPI and other NGOs, such as Capacity Building, Organizational Development, Strategic

Planning, Cornerstones Model and Training of Trainers, Community Development, Fundraising, Grant-writing,

Micro-credit, etc. He also facilitated a number of different workshops in China, India and Vietnam. After completing

postgraduate courses on public policy and social management, he got a diploma in that field from China’s People

University in Beijing in November 2001. He was invited as part-time consultant for some International NGOs and local

NGOs, providing consultancy in project planning, designing and implementation.

Thomas Fingar was Assistant Secretary of the State Department's Bureau of Intelligence and Research (INR) from July

2004 until May 2005 when he was named Deputy Director of National Intelligence for Analysis and Chairman, National

Intelligence Council. While at the State Department he served as Acting Assistant Secretary for Intelligence and

Research (2003-2004 and 2000-2001), Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary (2001-2003), Deputy Assistant Secretary for

Analysis (1994-2000), Director of the Office of Analysis for East Asia and the Pacific (1989-1994), and Chief of the

China Division (1986-1989). His intelligence career began in 1970 as the senior German linguist in the Office of the

Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence, USAREUR & 7th Army in Heidelberg, Germany. Between 1975 and 1986 he

held a number of positions at Stanford University, including Senior Research Associate in the Center for International

Security and Arms Control, and Director of the University's U.S.-China Relations Program. Other previous positions

include assignment to the National Academy of Sciences as Co-Director of the U.S.-China Education Clearinghouse,

adviser to the Congressional Office of Technology Assessment, and consultant to numerous U.S. Government agencies

and private sector organizations. Dr. Fingar is a graduate of Cornell University (B.A. in Government and History, 1968),

and Stanford University (M.A., 1969 and Ph.D., 1977 both in Political Science). He is a career member of the Senior

Executive Service. His principal foreign languages are Chinese and German. Dr. Fingar has published dozens of books

and articles, mostly on aspects of Chinese politics and policymaking.

Bates Gill holds the Freeman Chair in China Studies at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington,

DC. He previously served as a Senior Fellow in Foreign Policy Studies and inaugural Director of the Center for

Northeast Asian Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, D.C. Prior to that, he held positions at the Center for

Nonproliferation Studies at the Monterey Institute, the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, and the Johns

Hopkins University Center for Chinese and American Studies, Nanjing, China. A specialist in East Asian foreign policy

and politics, his research focuses primarily on Northeast Asian political and security issues, especially with regard to

China. His current work examines China’s domestic social, economic and political transformation, including a focus on

the country’s looming HIV/AIDS challenge. Dr. Gill received his Ph.D. in Foreign Affairs from the Woodrow Wilson

Department of Government and Foreign Affairs, University of Virginia.

Carol Lee Hamrin is an expert on contemporary Chinese social and cultural change, as well as U.S.-China relations.

Her interests include research and training projects for the development of the non-profit sector; and cultural change,

human rights and religious policy. A Chinese affairs consultant, she serves as a Senior Associate with the Global China

Center, Charlottesville, Virginia, and advises other nonprofit organizations supporting social services in China. Dr.

Hamrin is a Research Professor at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia, and has taught at The Johns Hopkins

University (School of Advanced International Studies). She became the senior China research specialist at the U.S.

Department of State through 25 years of public service, where she earned the esteemed Secretary of State’s Career

Achievement Award. In 2003, she received the Center for Public Justice Leadership Award for outstanding public

service. Dr. Hamrin has published many book chapters and journal articles and several books, including God and Caesar



in China: Policy Implications of Church-State Tensions, Decision Making in Deng’s China and China and the Challenge

of the Future.

He Daofeng graduated in Politics and Economics from Yunnan University and obtained a master’s degree in economics

from Fudan University. He was an Assistant Fellow and a Research Fellow in the Center for Rural Development

Research in the State Council, researching rural policy and policies on employment and land ownership in 1984. In 1995,

he was the Director of the Human Resources Center of Western China. In 1999, he became the General Secretary of the

Chinese Poverty Alleviation Foundation, and now holds the concurrent post of Deputy Director of the same foundation.

Richard Madsen is Professor and Chair of the department of Sociology at the University of California, San Diego. He

received an MA in Asian studies and a Ph.D. in sociology from Harvard. He is the author, or co-author of eleven books

on Chinese culture, American culture, and international relations. He has also written scholarly articles on how to

compare cultures and how to facilitate dialogue among them. His best known works on American culture are those

written with Robert Bellah, William Sullivan, Ann Swidler, and Steven Tipton: Habits of the Heart (Berkeley,

University of California Press, 1995) and The Good Society (New York, Knopf, 1991). These books explore and

criticize the culture of individualism and the institutions that sustain it. Habits of the Heart won the LA Times Book

Award and was jury nominated for the Pulitzer Prize. His books on China include Chen Village under Mao and Deng

(co-authored with Anita Chan and Jonathan Unger) (Berkeley, UC Press, 1992), Morality and Power in a Chinese Village

(UC Press, 1984) [winner of the C. Wright Mills Award], Unofficial China (co-edited with Perry Link and Paul

Pickowicz) (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1989), China and the American Dream (UC Press, 1994), China’s Catholics:

Tragedy and Hope in an Emerging Civil Society (UC Press, 1998), and Popular China: Unofficial Culture in a

Globalizing Society, co-edited with Perry Link and Paul Pickowicz (Boulder, CO: Rowman and Littlefield, 2002). Books

on social theory include: Meaning and Modernity, co-edited with William Sullivan, Ann Swidler, Steven Tipton (UC

Press, 2002) and The Many and the One: Religious and Secular Perspectives on Ethical Pluralism in the Modern World

(Princeton University Press, 2003).

Carl Minzner is Senior Counsel of the Congressional-Executive Commission on China. He covers access to justice,

civil society, local governance, and migrant issues. He joined the CECC staff in September 2003 after serving a year

as a Yale-China Legal Education Fellow at the Xibei Institute of Politics and Law in Xi'an. At Xibei, Mr. Minzner taught

American intellectual property law and assisted in the development of the school's clinical legal education program, in

which students represented clients in Chinese court proceedings. Before teaching law at Xibei, Mr. Minzner worked in

Palo Alto, California, as an attorney specializing in intellectual property law for McCutchen, Doyle, Brown & Enersen,

and in Washington, D.C., as a judicial clerk for the Honorable Raymond Clevenger, a judge on the U.S. Court of

Appeals for the Federal Circuit. Before beginning law school, Mr. Minzner spent two years in Taiwan and mainland

China, teaching English, studying Chinese, and traveling extensively in western China. Mr. Minzner holds a Juris Doctor

from Columbia University Law School, and a bachelor's degree in International Relations from Stanford University. He

speaks Mandarin Chinese and French.

Qiu Zhonghui graduated in English from Jiangsu Educational College. He had worked for a long time in English

teaching and Chinese public welfare. He was the Director and the Deputy Head of Secretary of the Rural Development

Department in the Amity Foundation. Now, he is the member of Jiangsu Province Consultative Committee, the

Executive Council Member of Jiangsu Province Old-Revolution-Area Promotion Associate, and the General Secretary of

the Amity Foundation.

Timothy Samuel Shah is Senior Fellow in Religion and World Affairs at the Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life. He

has served as research director for an international study of "Evangelical Protestantism and Democracy in the Global

South," funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts, and is currently co-editing a four-volume series on this subject to be

published by Oxford University Press in 2006. He also serves as co-director of the Religion in Global Politics research

project organized by the Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies, under the auspices of which he is writing



a series of articles on the relationship between religion and democratization around the world. In addition, he is writing a

book on the political impact of religious nationalism in South Asia. Shah has an A.B. in government and a Ph.D. in

political science, both from Harvard University.

Anne F. Thurston has been on the faculty at the Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies

since the fall of 2000 after having been an independent scholar and China specialist for some twenty years. She was on

sabbatical as a fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington, DC for academic year

2004-05 researching problems of democratization in China. In recent years, she has spent much of her time doing

research in Chinese villages and on the Tibetan plateau, in some of the poorest parts of the country.

Among Dr. Thurston’s books are The Private Life of Chairman Mao (Random House, 1994), done in collaboration with

Mao Zedong’s personal physician, Li Zhisui; A Chinese Odyssey: The Life and Times of a Chinese Dissident

(Scribner’s, 1991), written with a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities; and Enemies of the People:

The Ordeal of China’s Intellectuals during the Great Cultural Revolution (Knopf, 1987 and Harvard University Press,

1988), also undertaken with a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. She has also written China

Bound, a guidebook for academics working in China. She has written frequently for both academic and popular

journals and newspapers, including The Atlantic Monthly, China Business Review, The Wilson Quarterly, and The China

Journal, the Washington Post, the Boston Globe, and the Christian Science Monitor. Her most recent work has focused

on the social and political consequences of China’s economic reforms. Muddling toward Democracy: Political Change

in Grassroots China, was published in the fall of 1998 by the U.S. Institute of Peace. Since 1978, she has spent almost

six years living and doing research in China. After publishing an article, “In a Chinese Orphanage,” in the Atlantic

Monthly, she also began working to assist American families adopt little girls from China. She also hosted a radio

program for Voice of America, broadcast to China in mandarin, for six years. Dr. Thurston has been a recipient of a

number of research fellowships, including the MacArthur Foundation’s Program on Peace and International Cooperation,

the National Endowment for the Humanities, the United States Institute of Peace, and the Woodrow Wilson International

Center for Scholars. She has served as a consultant to the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations, was a

researcher at the Fairbank Center for East Asian Research at Harvard University, and was staff for the China programs at

the Social Science Research Council. Dr. Thurston received her Ph.D. in political science at the University of California,

Berkeley in 1975.

Shang Yusheng graduated in Physics from Peking (Beijing) University, followed by more than twenty years of research

experience in the Institute of Physics of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. For the past twenty years, he has worked in

the leadership of science foundation management and research on the third sector. In 1986, he joined the National

Natural Sciences Fund Committee and was a Research Fellow, as well as the head of the Department of Policy and

Strategy, and the general secretary and legal person for the Chinese Sciences Research Council. After 2000, he was one

of the founders and conveners of the China NPO Network, which serves as an information center for foundations and

NPOs. He is now its chairman, as well as the chairman and the legal person of the Beijing Enjiu Information Service

Centre. Currently, he is the general secretary and legal person of the Wu Zuoren International Art Foundation and the

Inspector for the Chinese Youth Development Foundation (the fifth Council), etc.

Fenggang Yang is Assistant Professor of Sociology at Purdue University, specializing in the sociology of religion. He

received his BA from the Hebei Normal University (Shijiazhuang, China) in 1982, MA from Nankai University (Tianjin,

China) in 1987, and Ph.D. from The Catholic University of America (Washington, DC) in 1997. His sociological

research has focused on immigrant religions in the United States and religious change in China. He is the author of

Chinese Christians in America: Conversion, Assimilation, and Adhesive Identities (Penn State University Press 1999),

the co-editor (with Tony Carnes) of Asian American Religions: The Making and Remaking of Borders and Boundaries

(New York University Press 2004), and the co-editor (with Joseph B. Tamney) of State, Market, and Religions in Chinese

Societies (Brill Academic Publishers 2005). His articles have been published in books and in the American

Sociological Review, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Sociology of Religion, Amerasia Journal, and Journal

of Asian American Studies, including one that won the “2002 Distinguished Article Award” of the Society for the



Scientific Study of Religion. His current research focuses on the political economy of religion in China, Christian

ethics and market transition in China, and Chinese Christian churches in the United States. He is directing a three-year

project to Advance the Social Scientific Study of Religion in China, which is funded by the Henry Luce Foundation.

This project includes Summer Institutes in Beijing, visiting scholars from China, and a lecture series at Purdue about

Chinese Religion and Society.


