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This presentation explores the role of ethnicity and government performance in determining
Kenyans’ vote choices in the December 2007 elections. Policymakers and scholars typically argue
that voting in Africa is simply an ethnic head count. But what happens when no ethnic group is large
enough to win outright? What happens when a citizen is confronted with candidates that are not
from their ethnic group? Does a government’s performance enter into a voter’s calculations in
Africa? And what does this tell us about the nature of political accountability and democratic
participation in Africa? Gibson and Long’s results demonstrate that voting in Africa may go beyond
ethnicity, and thus argue for a more nuanced understanding of African politics.


