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Introduction 
 

¶ This briefing is an attempt to summarize key maps, trends, and 

recent polling data on I raq.  

¶ It draws heavily on official sources and the reader should clearly 

recognize that much of the data are selected to portray a favorable 

view of the war.  

¶ The I raqi War is also very volatile and time sensitive. For example, 

the bulk of the data shown report on the status or trends at a point 

where Al Qaôida in I raq had suffered serious reversals, but before 

Prime Minister Maliki  began his campaign against Sadr on March 

25, 2008. 

¶ The briefing does, however, attempt to provide perspective in some 

areas, particularly in assessing the strength and weakness of the 

ñsurge,ò by providing polling data, by projecting war costs, and by 

showing the limits to the US aid process 



The Challenge of Afghanistan vs. Iraq

AFGHANISTAN 

ÅLand Mass ï647,500 sq km 

ÅPopulation ï31,900,000 people; 

28% literacy

ÅLand locked, primarily agrarian 

economy: $35.B GDP, $1,000 PC

ÅBudget: $2.6; $8.9B in aid 

pledges 

ÅLacks both transportation and 

information infrastructure: 34,782 

Km of roads, 8,229 KM paved

ÅRestrictive terrain dominates the 

country 

IRAQ

ÅLand Mass ï432,162 sq km 

ÅPopulation ï27,500,000 people; 

84% literacy

ÅEconomy dominated by the oil 

sector:  $100.0B GDP, $3,600 PCI

ÅBudget $48.4 billion; $33B+ in 

aid pledges 

ÅComparatively developed 

transportation and information 

infrastructure; 45,5502 Km of 

roads, 38,399 Km paved

TOTAL US AND COALITION FORCES 

~176,000

TOTAL US AND COALITION FORCES 

~49,000

AFGHANISTAN 

IRAQ



Afghanistan Iraq

Territory (Sq Km 647,500 437,072

Population 31,889,923 27,499,638

GNP ($USB) 35 100

Oil Export Revenues - 2007 
($USB)

0 41

Per Captia Income (US$) 1,000 3,600

Literacy Rate (%) 74.1 28.1 74.1

Median Age 17.6 20

% 0-14 years 44.6 39.4
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Source: CENTAF CAOC, 5 December 2007

Iraq vs. Afghanistan



StrategyStrategy

ÅNo real picture of the way ahead from the Administration since 

early 2007

ÅGeneral strategy slide shown by General Petraeus in April 

2008testimony to Congress.

ÅBroad picture of potential US force cuts and shift of US role to 

strategic overwatch presented in September 2007, but with little 

details. 

ÅNo clear timelines: All US plans are ñconditions based.ò

ÅBoth the Iraqi MoD and head of MNSTC -I said in February 2008 that 

Iraqi forces would not be ready to assume full counterinsurgency 

role before 2012.

ÅNo meaningful development or aid strategy reflecting cuts in aid 

and massive increases in Iraqi oil export revenues.
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Sectarian and Ethnic Divisions, Sectarian and Ethnic Divisions, 

and Political Accommodationand Political Accommodation
ÅCurrent CIA and other estimates of Arab Shiôite,Arab Sunni, 

Kurdish, and minority shares of population have no clear source 

and very uncertain credibility.

ÅData on sectarian and ethnic violence only reflect deaths, not 

patterns of low level violence, intimidation, kidnappings, and 

displacement (cleansing).

ÅData on refugees and displacements uncertain by may reach more 

than 2 million internally and 2 million driven outside country in 

nation of 28 million.

ÅData precede Maliki offensive in Basra and fight against Sadr; 

Shiôite public opinion now far more uncertain.

ÅOption data show growing Sunni support for government, but date 

back to February 2008, and there has been significant progress 

since then.





Sectarian, Ethnic, and Tribal 

Challenges
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ÉSectarian Challenges
ÉAfghanistan: 80% Sunni, 19% Shiôa. 1% Other

ÉIraq: 60-65% Shiôa, 32-37% Sunni, 3% 

Christian or Other

ÉEthnic Challenges
ÉAfghanistan: Pashtun 42%, Tajik 27%, Hazara 

9%, Uzbek 9%, Aimak 4%, Turkmen 3%, Baloch 

2%, Other 4%

ÉIraq: Arab 75-80%, Kurdish 15-20%, 

Turcoman,  Assyrian & Other 3%

ÉTribal Challenges
ÉAfghanistan: Fragmented, rural, divided

ÉIraq: Confederations, broad area, heavily 

urbanized.



Three sources:

Â CIA World Factbook, unsourced;

Â ñIraq: a Country Study,ò Federal Research Division, Library of

Congress, 1988, unsourced (ñknowledgeable observersò);

Â Average ABC News polls ó07-ó08, N=6,652 via 1,386 points.

CIA WF     LoC      ABC

Shiites        60 - 65%    60 - 65%    49% 

Sunni Arabs    12 - 22*       13     33

Kurds          15 - 20        NA     15

Non Muslims        3        NA      3

*Extrapolated

Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.

Real World Ethno-Sectarian Population 

Parameters?
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Iraqi Sectarian  & Ethnic Divisions 
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Source: MNF-I, April 2008
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Movement of Iraqi Refugees

ÅSome 2.7 

million 

displaced 

within Iraq

Å1.2 million 

before 

February 2007

Å1.5 million 

since

Å300,000 in 

first three 

months of 

2008

Source: SIGIR, Quarterly 

Report, April 30,  2008, p. 

143, 144.



Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.



Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.





Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.
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2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Control of Corruption 1.9 8.7 2.4 5.3 3.4

Voice and Accountability 0.0 4.3 2.4 8.2 7.7

Political Stability 3.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Government Effectiveness0.5 2.4 4.7 1.9 1.4

Regulatory Quality 0.0 5.9 4.4 5.4 7.3

Rule of Law 3.3 1.4 0.5 0.5 1.0

Little Progress in Governance: World Bank 

Rating: 2003-2006

Source: SIGIR, Quarterly Report, April 30,  2008, p. 34



Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.



Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.
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Progress in Political Accommodation 

 

¶ Provincial Elections: The CoR is currently reviewing the law, which  will  set the legal basis and structure 

of provin cial elections.  

 

¶ Hydrocarbons Package: The level of control  allocated to the central government in the July  2007 draft  

version of the Framework Law (curre ntly in CoR Committee) is the key point of disagreement;  there 

may be more progress on the Revenue Management Law,  currently  with the Shura Council,  in the 

coming months.  

 

¶ Amnesty Law PASSED:  CoR approved the law on February 13; the law was signed by the Presidency 

Council  February 26 and was implemented March 2.   

 

¶ Pensions Amendment PASSED: Published in the Official  Gazette December 2007.  

 

¶ De-Baôathification PASSED: Approved by default by the Presidency Council  February  2008.  Reform 

Published in the Official  Gazette in mid-February.  

 

¶ Provincial Powers PASSED: CoR appro ved the law on February  13; the law was vetoed by the 

Presidency Council  February  26.  The veto was rescinded on March19. 

US State Department, Iraq: Weekly Status Report, April 9, 2008



The Course of the FightingThe Course of the Fighting

ÅMajor gains against Al Qaôida in Iraq from mid-2007 onwards, but 

now face major uncertainties over impact of Maliki offensive, 

fighting with Sadr, and role of Iran.

ÅIraqi government data indicate major rise in violence in Baghdad in 

March and April of 2008.

ÅMaps cover al Qaôida,but not pattern of clashes with extreme 

Shiôite groups, elements of Mahdi Army.

ÅAttack data reflect sharp cuts in the level of insurgent attacks, but  

have risen again, and do no reflect overall climate of violence: 

crime, ethnic and sectarian cleansing, etc. 

ÅCasualty data only reflect killing, not wounded,kidnapped, 

disappearances, impact of ñcleansing, etc.

ÅCasualty counts very uncertain.



Iraqi Civilians Killed: 2003-2007

Source: Iraqi BodyCount,asof May 3, 2008
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Iraqi Civilian Deaths Per Day from Vehicle 

Bombs, Gunfire & Executions: 2003-2007

Source: Iraqi BodyCount,asof May 3, 2008
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Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.



Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.



US Killed and Wounded in Combat in Various Wars

Source: DefenseManpowerData Center,StatisticalAnalysis

Division, asof April 8, 2008
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Wounded in Action 6188 4504 4152 281,881 1662 204002 671846 102284 303644 467 1937 2911

Killed in Action 4435 2260 1733 140414 2446 53402 291557 36574 58209 256 382 29 294 3298
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Monthly US Casualties ïOperation Iraqi Freedom: March 2003-

April 2008

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600
M

a
r

M
a

y

J
u
l

S
e

p

N
o
v

J
a
n

M
a

r

M
a

y

J
u
l

S
e

p

N
o
v

J
a
n

M
a

r

M
a

y

J
u
l

S
e

p

N
o
v

J
a
n

M
a

r

M
a

y

J
u
l

S
e

p

N
o
v

J
a
n

M
a

r

M
a

y

J
u
l

S
e

p

N
o
v

J
a
n

M
a
r

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Wounded

Non-Combat Deaths

Killed in Action

Note: Accidents includes ñother deaths; Killed in Action includes ñdied of woundsò.Source: Defense Manpower  Data Center



Total US Killed and Wounded in Iraq: 2003-May 

3, 2008

Source: DefenseManpowerData Center,Statisticalanalysis

Division, asof May 5, 2008
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Total Deaths KIA Non-Hostile WIA Returned WIA Not 

Returned

19 Mar-30 Apr 03 139 109 30 116 429

1 May 03-3 May 08 3,917 3,198 719 16,451 12,915

Dod Civilians 11 8 3 0 0

Totals 0 0 0 0 0



US Killed and Wounded in Combat in Iraq by 

Cause: March 2003-April 5, 2008

Source: DefenseManpowerData Center,StatisticalAnalysis

Division, asof April 8, 2008

Drowning Burns/SmokeArtllery/Mortar/RocketExplosive Device Grenade Gunshot NBC Agents Other Weaponery RPG Air/Veh. CrashFall, Cut, Other Medical Unknown

Killed in Action 15 17 190 2076 655 40 110 7 155
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Killed in Action

Total of 3,267 

hostile deaths, 

738 Non-hostile 

deaths, and

29, 676 

wounded =

33,681
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Al Qa'ida in Iraq December, 2006
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Al Qa'ida in Iraq March, 2008

Source for slides 

18 and 19: MNF-I, 

April 9, 2008



Rise in Terrorism in Iraq: 2005-2007 
Attacks Targeting Non-Combatants

Adapted from US State Department,Country Reports on

Terrorism. April 30, 2008, andwww.nctc.gov
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Source: 

MNF-I 

April 9, 

2008
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Source: DoD Quarterly Report, March, 2008.  Pg. 18

Trend in Weekly Security Incidents
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Source: 

MNF-I 

April 9, 

2008



Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Totals

2004 1 3 7 1 3 24 16 9 13 4 1 4 0

2005 1 1 1 23 7 10 16 20 9 19 23 46 0

2006 5 23 42 63 59 141 216 242 329 240 201 209 0

2007 178 163 310 202 179 288 368 670 181 98 289 0 0

0
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800

Source: CENTAF CAOC, 5 December 2007

OEF Close Air Support Sorties 

With Munitions Dropped, 2004-2007
(Excluding 20mm and 20mm rounds and unguided rockets)
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Iraqi Body Count: Iraqi Civilians Killed During 

the ñSurgeò and Afterwards by Month of Combat

Source: IraqBody Count: http://www.iraqbodycount.org/analysis/beyond/enforced-security/May6, 2007

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb

Deaths 1,42 1443 1,76 1,58 2,08 2,42 3,12 2,73 2,39 2,92 2,99 2,65 2,79 2,46 2,56 2,41 2,73 2,08 2,53 2,32 1,22 1,15 986 855 767 947
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Icasualties: Iraqi  ISF & Civilians Killed During 

the ñSurgeò and Afterwards by Month of Combat

Source: Icasualties,http://icasualties.org/oif/IraqiDeaths.aspx

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Ap

ISF 189 158 191 201 150 132 217 233 150 224 123 123 91 150 215 300 198 197 232 76 96 114 89 72 69 110 161 113
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Source: DoD Quarterly Report, March, 2008.  Pg. 29



Total US  and Allied Killed During the 

ñSurgeò and Afterwards

Source: Icasualties: Iraq Coalition CasualtyCount, accessed,

May 4, 2008

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr

Other 2 2 2 0 1 0 1 2 0 1 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 2

UK 2 6 1 3 3 1 12 3 7 8 4 2 1 2 1 0 1 1

US 106 70 112 83 81 81 104 126 101 78 84 65 38 37 23 40 29 52

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

Total from 3/2003-end 3/2008=

4066 US, 176 UK, 135 Other, and 

4,377 Total



Monthly US Casualties ïñSurgeò and 

Afterwards: January 2007-April 2008

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

2007 2008

Wounded 647 519 618 653 658 753 616 565 361 297 203 212 234 215 323

Non-Combat 
Deaths

5 11 10 8 6 8 12 29 23 9 8 9 6 4 3

Killed in Action 78 70 71 96 120 93 66 55 42 29 28 14 34 25 36
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Note: Accidents includes ñother deaths; Killed in Action includes ñdied of woundsò.Source: Defense Manpower  Data Center
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Baghdad: Major Incidents of Violence 

in 2007-2008 
(Trend in Total Incidents per Month by Type)

Source: Iraqi Official

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr

Katyusha 0 0 2 1 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 9 16 23 15 32

Suicide Bomb 0 0 2 1 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 5 4 2 1

Assasination 0 21 13 13 23 15 16 0 0 9 12 16 21 16 15 22

Bicycle Bomb 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Car Bomb 26 23 19 38 35 20 35 15 24 20 15 16 6 13 13 13

Mortar 87 74 43 83 90 190 138 89 76 54 48 46 82 62 228 216

IED 55 65 33 82 63 133 96 84 63 78 73 71 103 77 131 118
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Baghdad: Major Incidents of 

Violence in 2007-2008 
(Monthly Distribution of Incidents by Type)

Source: Iraqi Official

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr Total

IED 55 65 33 82 63 133 96 84 63 78 73 71 103 77 131 118 0

Mortar 87 74 43 83 90 190 138 89 76 54 48 46 82 62 228 216 0

Car Bomb 26 23 19 38 35 20 35 15 24 20 15 16 6 13 13 13 0

Bicycle Bomb 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Assasination 0 21 13 13 23 15 16 0 0 9 12 16 21 16 15 22 0

Suicide Bomb 0 0 2 1 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 5 4 2 1 0

Katyusha 0 0 2 1 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 9 16 23 15 32 0
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr

Body Found 395 365 324 411 726 548 596 421 324 174 165 126 123 116 135 117

ISF Dead 28 36 33 25 32 35 69 22 23 41 26 29 31 28 42 64

ISF Wounded 55 45 69 100 88 95 119 40 31 58 54 84 77 72 121 141

Dead Civilian 255 256 198 495 344 190 300 235 219 143 98 104 153 197 322 531

Wounded Civilian 206 512 403 1104 999 530 893 507 437 461 287 329 311 453 941 1525
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Baghdad: Major Iraqi Casualties in 

2007-2008
(Trend in Total Casualties per Month by Type)

Source: Iraqi Official



Baghdad: Major Iraqi Casualties in 

2007-2008
(Monthly Distribution of Casualties  by Type)

Source: Iraqi Official

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr Total

Wounded Civilian 206 512 403 1104 999 530 893 507 437 461 287 329 311 453 941 1525 0

Dead Civilian 255 256 198 495 344 190 300 235 219 143 98 104 153 197 322 531 0

ISF Wounded 55 45 69 100 88 95 119 40 31 58 54 84 77 72 121 141 0

ISF Dead 28 36 33 25 32 35 69 22 23 41 26 29 31 28 42 64 0

Body Found 395 365 324 411 726 548 596 421 324 174 165 126 123 116 135 117 0
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Impact of the ñSurgeòImpact of the ñSurgeò

ÅMuch of the success in 2007 was the result of Al Qaôida alienation 

of Sunni tribes and spontaneous tribal uprising.

ÅSadr ceasefire also had critical impact.

ÅNo data on Iraqi perceptions since beginning of Maliki offensive in 

Basra and struggle with Sadr.

ÅEarlier public opinion shows Iraqis gave the US only limited credit 

for its successes.



Â Car bombs/suicide attacks  27%    Baghdad    61%

Â Snipers/crossfire          24%    Mosul      58%

Â Sectarian fighting         22%    Diyala     58%

Â Unnecessary violence 

by U.S. forces  28%    Anbar      54%  

by militia      18%    Basra      60%

Â Forced separation          14%    Baghdad    28%

Basra      29%

Saw Local Violence During Past 6 Months: 

August 2007-February 2008
ABC News/BBC/ARD/NHK Poll

Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.
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Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008



The ñSurgeò - I
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ÉWhat Went Right in Original Strategy
ÉUS build-up to 20 brigades

ÉShift in tactics to lasting forward deployment.

ÉOnly fight where can both ñwinò and ñhold.ò

ÉExploitation of major advances in IS&R.

ÉSurge airpower as well as ground forces.

ÉWhat Went Sort of Right
ÉIraqi government support of operations against both 

Sunni & Shiôite violent extremists

ÉIraqi Army deployment, although slower than 

planned and Iraqi forces far less ready.

ÉExpansion of embeds, partner units, partner cells.

ÉFocus on Baghdad
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The ñSurgeò - II
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ÉSynergy and Serendipity
ÉAl Qaôida extremism alienates many Sunnis and tribes

ÉTribal uprising in Anbar is transformed into sons of Iraq

ÉSadr declares and keeps ceasefire.

ÉKurds wait on Article 140

ÉWhat Went Wrong
ÉCentral government did not reach out to Sunnis, ñSons of 

Iraqò. 

ÉPolice generally fell short, did not perform.

ÉNegligible progress in rule of law

ÉExtremely slow progress in political accommodation.

ÉUS civilian role and aid impact  fell far short of goal.

ÉIraqi government spending on development, services, and 

security.

ÉDid not reduce impact of British defeat in the south, growing 

intra-Shiôite tensions.

ÉGrowing Iranian role and influence

ÉDid not affect Arab-Kurdish-Turkish tensions.

ÉLittle progress in strengthening ties to other neighbors.



Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.



Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.



Source: ABC/BBC/ARD/NHK POLL - IRAQ FIVE YEARS LATER: WHERE THINGS STAND, Monday, March 17, 2008, and Gary Langer, Director 

of Polling ABC News, ñWar in Iraq: The Public Perspective,ò presentation to the CSIS, April 30, 2008.
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Source: DoD Quarterly Report, March, 2008.  Pg. 34


