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Introduction 
 

¶ This briefing is an attempt to summarize key maps, trends, and 

recent polling data on I raq.  

¶ It draws heavily on official sources and the reader should clearly 

recognize that much of the data are selected to portray a favorable 

view of the war.  

¶ The I raqi War is also very volatile and time sensitive. For example, 

the bulk of the data shown report on the status or trends at a point 

where Al Qaôida in I raq had suffered serious reversals, but before 

Prime Minister Maliki  began his campaign against Sadr on March 

25, 2008. 

¶ The briefing does, however, attempt to provide perspective in some 

areas, particularly in assessing the strength and weakness of the 

ñsurge,ò by providing polling data, by projecting war costs, and by 

showing the limits to the US aid process 



The Challenge of Afghanistan vs. Iraq

AFGHANISTAN 

ÅLand Mass ï647,500 sq km 

ÅPopulation ï31,900,000 people; 

28% literacy

ÅLand locked, primarily agrarian 

economy: $35.B GDP, $1,000 PC

ÅBudget: $2.6; $8.9B in aid 

pledges 

ÅLacks both transportation and 

information infrastructure: 34,782 

Km of roads, 8,229 KM paved

ÅRestrictive terrain dominates the 

country 

IRAQ

ÅLand Mass ï432,162 sq km 

ÅPopulation ï27,500,000 people; 

84% literacy

ÅEconomy dominated by the oil 

sector:  $100.0B GDP, $3,600 PCI

ÅBudget $48.4 billion; $33B+ in 

aid pledges 

ÅComparatively developed 

transportation and information 

infrastructure; 45,5502 Km of 

roads, 38,399 Km paved

TOTAL US AND COALITION FORCES 

~176,000

TOTAL US AND COALITION FORCES 

~49,000

AFGHANISTAN 

IRAQ



Afghanistan Iraq

Territory (Sq Km 647,500 437,072

Population 31,889,923 27,499,638

GNP ($USB) 35 100

Oil Export Revenues - 2007 
($USB)

0 41

Per Captia Income (US$) 1,000 3,600

Literacy Rate (%) 74.1 28.1 74.1

Median Age 17.6 20

% 0-14 years 44.6 39.4
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Iraq vs. Afghanistan



StrategyStrategy

ÅNo real picture of the way ahead from the Administration since 

early 2007

ÅGeneral strategy slide shown by General Petraeus in April 

2008testimony to Congress.

ÅBroad picture of potential US force cuts and shift of US role to 

strategic overwatch presented in September 2007, but with little 

details. 

ÅNo clear timelines: All US plans are ñconditions based.ò

ÅBoth the Iraqi MoD and head of MNSTC -I said in February 2008 that 

Iraqi forces would not be ready to assume full counterinsurgency 

role before 2012.

ÅNo meaningful development or aid strategy reflecting cuts in aid 

and massive increases in Iraqi oil export revenues.
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Sectarian and Ethnic Divisions, Sectarian and Ethnic Divisions, 

and Political Accommodationand Political Accommodation
ÅCurrent CIA and other estimates of Arab Shiôite,Arab Sunni, 

Kurdish, and minority shares of population have no clear source 

and very uncertain credibility.

ÅData on sectarian and ethnic violence only reflect deaths, not 

patterns of low level violence, intimidation, kidnappings, and 

displacement (cleansing).

ÅData on refugees and displacements uncertain by may reach more 

than 2 million internally and 2 million driven outside country in 

nation of 28 million.

ÅData precede Maliki offensive in Basra and fight against Sadr; 

Shiôite public opinion now far more uncertain.

ÅOption data show growing Sunni support for government, but date 

back to February 2008, and there has been significant progress 

since then.




