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One problem with even the best polls is that users tend to focus on the summary results 

and not the details. ABC has recently published a poll that provides critical insights in 

security developments in Iraq, and how Iraqis perceive the details of their current security 

situation by sect and ethnicity, and the current levels and types of violence they 

encounter. They also provide important insights into how they perceive US and US forces 

as well as the neighboring states, the Iraqi security forces, and local militias.  

The following tables group the data in the ABC poll for use by expert analysts of the 

security situation in Iraq. They organize the results into the following categories: 

 

IRAQI PERCEPTIONS ABOUT LEVELS OF VIOLENCE _________________________________ 3 

IRAQI ENCOUNTERS WITH TYPES OF INTERNAL VIOLENCE (ENCOUNTERS WITH US, 

IRAQI ARMY, IRAQI POLICE, AND MILITIAS ARE LISTED SEPARATELY) ______________ 8 

IRAQI PERCEPTIONS OF THE US AND THE US ROLE IN THE WAR ____________________ 12 

IRAQI PERCEPTIONS OF  US FORCES _______________________________________________ 13 

IRAQI PERCEPTIONS OF THE IMPACT OF US WITHDRAWAL AND THE NEW US 

ADMINISTRATION _________________________________________________________________ 15 

IRAQI PERCEPTIONS OF THE ROLE OF BRITISH FORCES IN THE SOUTH _____________ 16 

IRAQI PERCEPTIONS OF THE US AND UK VERSUS IRAN, SYRIA, TURKEY, AND SAUDI 

ARABIA ___________________________________________________________________________ 17 

IRAQI PERCEPTIONS OF THE READINESS AND LOYALTY OF IRAQI SECURITY FORCES

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 20 

IRAQI PERCEPTIONS OF THE IRAQI ARMY _________________________________________ 22 

IRAQI PERCEPTIONS OF THE IRAQI POLICE ________________________________________ 23 

IRAQI PERCEPTIONS OF LOCAL MILITIA FORCES AND THE AWAKENING COUNCILS 25 

IRAQI PERCEPTIONS OF THE KURDISH ISSUE ______________________________________ 27 

 

All of these tables are taken verbatim from work done by Gary Lander and the ABC 

polling unit, and are drawn from the ABC/BBC/NHK poll in Iraq, “Where Things 

Stand,” issued by ABC on March 16, 2009. This poll was conducted during February 17-

25, 2009 through in person interviews, with a random sample of 2,228 Iraqi adults. It 

included oversampling of Anbar Province, Basra City, Mosul, Kirkuk, and the Sadr City 

section of Baghdad. ABC reports that the results have a 2.5 point effort margin, Field 

word was done by D3 Systems of Vienna, VA, and KA Research limited on Istanbul.  

The user should examine the full poll to put these results in context. Full details of the 

poll and methodology, and additional reports, can be found at 

http://ABCNews.com/pollingunit.  

 

http://abcnews.com/pollingunit
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Iraqi Perceptions About Levels of Violence 
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Iraqi Encounters with Types of Internal Violence 

(Encounters with US, Iraqi Army, Iraqi Police, 

and Militias are Listed Separately) 
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Iraqi Perceptions of the US and the US Role in the 

War 
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Iraqi Perceptions of  US Forces 
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Iraqi Perceptions of the Impact of US Withdrawal 

and the New US Administration 
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Iraqi Perceptions of the Role of British Forces in 

the South 
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Iraqi Perceptions of the US and UK versus Iran, 

Syria, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia 
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Iraqi Perceptions of the Readiness and Loyalty of 

Iraqi Security Forces 

 

 



The Security Results of the ABC News Poll on Iraq                                              3/18/09                               Page 21 

 

 

 



The Security Results of the ABC News Poll on Iraq                                              3/18/09                               Page 22 

Iraqi Perceptions of the Iraqi Army 
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Iraqi Perceptions of the Iraqi Police 
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 Iraqi Perceptions of Local Militia Forces and the 

Awakening Councils 
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Iraqi Perceptions of the Kurdish Issue 
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