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Iraq has made significant progress in defeating the insurgency and improving its security. 

The level of violence in Iraq is sharply lower than the levels that peaked in 2007. It is 

now dropping below the average levels that existed at the beginning of the insurgency in 

2004, and most of the violence related to the Sunni insurgency is now concentrated in 

Baghdad; and in Diyala, Ninewa, and Salah ad Din provinces in central and northern 

Iraq. Although there have been several extraordinarily bloody bombings ï particularly on 

August 19th and 25th, Al Qaôida in Iraq (AQI) and other Sunni insurgent and terrorist 

groups have lost much of their strength, influence, and the ability to carry out frequent 

operations. 

 The threat posed by the Sadr militia, various Shiite factions like the Special Groups, and 

other Shiite militias has been sharply reduced and the Sadr and the Sadrist party are now 

part of the Shiite political alliance. Fears that the US military withdrawal from Iraqôs 

cities in June 2009 would trigger new rounds of internal violence have so far proved to be 

sharply exaggerated. 

The Iraq War, however, is anything but ñwonò if this means reducing violence to levels 

that allow civil society and the economy to function without bombings and other large-

scale incidents of violence, and reducing all of these threats to a level that largely 

eliminates the risk of new outbreaks of major ethnic and sectarian violence.  

Levels of Violence 

The level of violence in Iraq has dropped sharply since the years of open civil war during 2006-

2008.  Figure II.1 to Figure II.5  shows the decline in levels of violent incidents by total and 

type. The drop in violence is clear since the surge against Sunni insurgents in 2007, and the 

operations in Basra and against the Sadr forces elsewhere in the country in 2008. 

 

Figure II.6  show that there were no major rises in violence as the US withdrew from Iraqi cities 

in June 2009. This figure is particularly important because it shows there is no longer a direct 

correlation between the size and presence of US forces in Iraq. It should be noted, however, that 

most US forces did remain in Iraq, became active in securing the perimeter of Iraqi cities, and 

continued to support the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) in a variety of joint security missions inside 

urban areas.  
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Figure II.1: Overall Security Trends, Part One: 

Weekly Security Incidents, January 2004 ï October 2009 ï Part One 

 
  

Chart includes potential attacks (IEDs/mines found and cleared) and executed attacks. 

Source: Adapted from SIGACTS (CF & HN reports) as of 07-Nov-09 
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Figure II.1: Overall Security Trends Part Two: Significant Security Incidents, 

7/1/2009ī10/20/2009 

 

Source: Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction (SIGIR), Quarterly Report to the United States 

Congress, (Public Law 108-106, as amended, and Public Law 95-452), October 30, 2009, p. 5. 
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Figure II.2: Patterns in High Profile Explosions ï Part One: Trend from May 

2006 to October 2009 

 

 

 

Source: Adapted from SIGACTS (CF & HN reports) as of 07-Nov-09 
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Figure II.2: Patterns in High Profile Explosions ï Part Two:  the bilateral 

Security Agreement (SA), the United Deaths Associated with Multiple-Fatality 

Bombings in Iraq, by Group Targeted, 1/1/2007ï9/20/200 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Brookings Institution, Iraq Index, 9/22/2009, pp. 9ï10, and Special Inspector General for Iraq 

Reconstruction (SIGIR), Quarterly Report to the United States Congress, (Public Law 108-106, as 

amended, and Public Law 95-452), October 30, 2009, p. 44. 
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Figure II.3: Patterns in IED Explosions 

 

Source: Adapted from material provided by JIEDDO and SIGACTS (CF & HN reports) as of 07-Nov-09 

 

 

 


