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Irag has made significant progress in defeating the insurgertymproving its security.

The level of violence in Iraq is sharply lower than the levels that peaked in 2087. It
now dropping belowthe average levels that existed at the beginning of the insurgency in
2004, and most of the violence related to thenbumsurgency is now concentrated in
Baghdad; and in Diyala, Ninewa, and Salah ad Din provinces in central and northern
Irag. Although there have been several extraordinarily bloody bombipggicularly on
August 19" and 28" Al Qaodi da i nd other Sugni iGsArgeht )and derrorist
groups have lost much of their strength, influence, and the ability to carry out frequent
operations.

The threat posed by the Sadr militia, various Shiite factions like the Special Groups, and

other Shiite militias &s been sharply reduced and the Sadr and the Sadrist party are now

part of the Shiite political alliance. Fears thhée US mi | i t ary wi t hdr awal
cities in June 2009 would trigger new rounds of internal violence have so far proved to be
sharply &aggerated.

The 1 raq War, however, I's anything but Awon
that allow civil society and the economy to function without bombings and other large

scale incidents of violence, and reducing all of these threats toeh tleat largely

eliminates the risk of new outbreaks of major ethnic and sectarian violence.

Levels of Violence

The level of violence in Iraq has dropped sharply since the years of open civil war during 2006
2008. Figure 1.1 to Figure 1.5 shows the detine in levels of violent incidents by total and

type. The drop in violence is clear since the surge against Sunni insurgents in 2007, and the
operations in Basra and against the Sadr forces elsewhere in the country in 2008.

Figure 11.6 show that there we no major rises in violence as the US withdrew from Iraqi cities

in June 2009. This figure is particularly important because it shows there is no longer a direct
correlation between the size and presence of US forces in Iraqg. It should be noted, hbakever,
most US forces did remain in Iraq, became active in securing the perimeter of Iraqgi cities, and
continued to support the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) in a variety of joint security missions inside
urban areas.
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Figure 11.1: Overall Security Trends, Part One:
Weekly Security Incidents, January 2004 October 20091 Part One
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Chart includes potential attacks (IEDs/mines found and cleared) and executed attacks.
Source: Adapted from SIGACTS (CF & HN reports) as oNo#&-09
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Figure I1.1: Overall Secuity Trends Part Two: Significant Security Incidents,

July 2009
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. > 60 Casualties

40-60 Casualties

7/ 1/ 2009110/ 20/ 2009

Tuesday, July 8: At least 31 Iraqis killed or wounded in two bombings in Mosul.

Wednesday, July 9: Approximately 52 Iragis killed or wounded in a series of
terrorist attacks in Tel Afar, Mosul, Baghdad, and Kirkuk.

Tuesday, July 21: At least 15 Iraqis killed and approximately 100 woundedina
series of attacks in Baghdad.

Friday, July 31: 92 Iragis were killed and at least 60 were wounded in a series of
bombings in Baghdad.

Friday, August 7: 48 Iraqjis killed and 90 wounded in a series of attacks in Mosul
and Baghdad.

Thursday, August 13: 20lraqgis killed and 35 wounded in a series of suicide
bombingsin Sinjar.

Wednesday, August 19: Multiple bombings partially destroy Iraq's Ministries of
Finance and Foreign Affairs, killing over 100 people and injuring hundreds more.

Thursday, August 20: 6Iraqis killed and 72 wounded in bombings in Babylon
and Baghdad.

Friday, September 4: 8Iraqis killed and 65 wounded during a series of
bombings near a shrine in Babylon.

Monday, September 7: & Iraqis killed and 18 wounded in suicide bombings in
Ramadi, Baghdad, and Mosul.

Friday, September 11: 1 prisoner was killed and 40 were wounded during a riot
at Abu Ghraib prison in Baghdad.

Tuesday, September 22: Attacks during the Eid were down this year, with one
attack in Babylon resulting in 2 Iragis killed.

Wednesday, October 7: 9Iraqis were killed and 30 wounded during a suicide
attack in Falluja.

Wednesday, October 14: 9Iraqis killed and 56 wounded during armed attacks
in Baghdad and bombings in Kerbala.

Friday, October 16: 14 Iraqis killed and 80 wounded during an attack on a
mosgue inTal Afar.

Tuesday, October 20: 13 Iragis killed and 18 wounded during a series of attacks
thrauahout Iracs.

. 20-40 Casualties . 0-20 Casualties

Note: The numbers represented in the calendar graphic are comprehensive estimates of total Iraqi casualties
throughout the entire country en that particular day. The text to the right briefly describes significant attacks on
select days and does not purport to comprehensively detail all security incidents that occurred on the specified day.

Sources: Information presented herein is based on SIGIR's analysis of open source and official English and Arabic
documents, studies, and analyses. All figures based on best available casualty information and represent the sum
of killed and wounded for each incident.

Source:Special Inspector General for Irag Reconstruction (SIGIRrterly Reporto theUnited States
Congress(Public Law 108106, as amended, and Public Law4%), Octobe 30, 2009, p. 5.
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Figure 11.2: Patterns in High Profile Explosionsi Part One: Trend from May

2006 to October 2009
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Source: Adapted from SIGACTS (CF & HN reports) as oNo#&-09
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Figure 11.2: Patterns in High Profile Explosionsi Part Two: the bilateral
Security Agreement (SA), the United Deaths Associated with Multiplé-atality
Bombings in Iraq, by Group Targeted, 1/1/20079/20/200
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Note: Totals correspend with attacks that targeted a particular group or occurred in an area in which the group
was in the majority. “ Indiscriminate” bombings occurred in areas with mixed sectarian pepulations. “ Unknown®
correspoends with attacks where no sectarian information or location was reported.

Source: Brookings Institution, freg index, S22/2008, pp. %-10.

Source:Brookings Institution, Irag Index, 9/22/2009, pf.19, andSpecial Inspector General for Iraq
Reconstruction (SIGIR)Quarterly Reportto the United States CongresgPublic Law 108106, as
amended, and Public Law 982), October 30, 2009, p. 44.
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Figure 11.3: Patterns in IED Explosions

Source: Adapted from material provided by JIEDDO SHAACTS (CF & HN reports) as of 6Mov-09



