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ÅLǊŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜǘǊƻƭŜǳƳ 9ȄǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ όht9/ύΣ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƻǇ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǝŀǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΦ LǊŀƴ ƛǎ ht9/Ωǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-largest producer and exporter after Saudi 
Arabia, and is the fourth-largest exporter of crude oil globally after Saudi Arabia, Russia, and Norway. 

ÅAs of January 2009, Iran has an estimated 136.2 billion barrels of proven oil reserves, or roughly 10 percent of the 
world's total proven petroleum. 

Crude Oil Production:
ÅLǊŀƴ ƛǎ ht9/Ωǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ {ŀǳŘƛ !ǊŀōƛŀΦ CƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ нллуΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ LǊŀƴΩǎ ht9/ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
was approximately 3.8 million bbl/d; OPEC-wide cuts in late 2008 have lowered its production quota to roughly 3.6 million 
ōōƭκŘΦ LǊŀƴΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎǊǳŘŜ ƻƛƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ оΦф Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōōƭκŘΦ 

ÅLǊŀƴΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ǊŀǘŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ у ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻƴǎƘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ мм ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
Iranian recovery rates are 20-25 percent. It is estimated that 400,000-700,000 bbl/d of crude production is lost annually 
due to declines in the mature oil fields. 

Å! нллт bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΣ LǊŀƴΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ 
нллт ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜŘ нΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōōƭκŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ȊŜǊƻ ōȅ нлмрΦ ¢ƻ ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ǊŀǘŜǎΣ LǊŀƴΩǎ ƻƛƭ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ 
structural upgrades including enhanced oil recovery (EOR) efforts such as natural gas injection. 

Consumption
ÅLǊŀƴΩǎ ƻƛƭ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мΦт Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōōƭκŘ ƛƴ нллтΦ LǊŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǊŜŦƛƴŜǊȅ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
of light fuels, and consequently imports much of its gasoline supply. Iranian domestic oil demand is mainly for gasoline 
and diesel. Tehran imports about 40 percent of its gasoline. 
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Export Terminals
ÅYƘŀǊƎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ LǊŀƴΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎǊǳŘŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ нлΦн Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōŀǊǊŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƻƛƭ ŀƴd a 
loading capacity of 5 million bbl/d, followed by Lavan Island with capacity to store 5 million barrels and loading capacity of 
200,000 bbl/d. Other important terminals include Kish Island, Abadan, Bandar Mahshar, and Neka, which helps facilitate 
imports from the Caspian region. 

Natural Gas
ÅIn 2008, LǊŀƴΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǝŀǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀǘ фпу ǘǊƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŎǳōƛŎ ŦŜŜǘ ό¢ŎŦύΣ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ wǳǎǎƛŀΦ wƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǘǿƻ-
thirds of Iranian natural gas reserves are located in non-associated fields, and have not been developed. Major natural gas 
fields include: South and North Pars, Tabnak, and Kangan-Nar. In 2007, Iran produced and consumed an estimated 3.9 Tcf of 
natural gas. Natural gas consumption is expected to grow around 7 percent annually for the next decade.

Electric Power
ÅThe government also aims to increase power reserves to 26 percent, signifying that the number of new projects awarded is 
likely to increase in the coming years. Iran continues to develop its nuclear program to generate electricity. 

ÅIts first nuclear power plant of 1,000 MW is to be built at Bushehr with Russian assistance and operations are planned to 
begin in 2010. Russia is also providing fuel under an agreement signed in early 2005. Iran plans to develop 7,000 MW of 
nuclear-generated electricity by 2020. 

(Source: EIA Iran  Country Analysis Brief)



ÅThe United States recognizes Iran  as having sovereign right to peaceful civilian nuclear power, but does not have the right 
to Nuclear Weapons as stipulated in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). To the United States, Iran is in violation of 
the IAEA safeguards,  and the United Nations Security Council Resolutions. These are also becoming the findings of the 
International Community and Institutions, and not those of the United States alone.

ÅLƴ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ му CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ нлмлΣ ǘƘŜ L!9! ǿǊƻǘŜ ά²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-diversion of declared 
nuclear material in Iran, Iran has not provided the necessary cooperation to permit the Agency to confirm that all nuclear 
ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƴ LǊŀƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ

ÅAfter the declaration by Iran that a Facility near Qum was being built for the purpose of Uranium Enrichment, analysts 
concluded that If by the end of 2009 there existed another covert facility, such as the Fordow Facility, with 3,000 centrifuges 
(re-configured to produce HEU) each operating at 1.3 ς1.5  SWU/year,  the time that Iran could have 3 fully operational 
nuclear weapons, that can even be carried on Ballistic Missiles, would be by 2014. The first could be sometime in 2010 or 
early 2011. 

ÅGiven the information available on nuclear weapons, and the enrichment process it is generally assumed that a simple 
ƛƳǇƭƻǎƛƻƴ ǘȅǇŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ
countries to the extent that scientists and engineers can be confident that the weapon will work without undergoing
multiple testing.  

ÅThe question is how many nuclear bombs would Iran require to establish itself as a nuclear state. It is generally
assumed that three bombs would be required. The first would be for testing purposes, the second in case Iran enters into a 
ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŀǊΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ άCƛǊǎǘ {ǘǊƛƪŜέΣ  ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ά{ŜŎƻƴŘ-{ǘǊƛƪŜέ ƻǊ ά5ŜǘŜǊǊŜƴǘέΦ 

ÅBecause the activity to produce the required HEU material and the weaponization process can occur in parallel rather than 
in a sequence, then for 3 nuclear bombs it would take around three to four years for Iran to be considered a full Nuclear 
State, assuming further that it does not encounter any technical problems.
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ÅWith the public information and any Intelligence available it is very difficult to estimate the date when the political 
decision by the Iranian leadership was made, if one was made at all, to start a Nuclear Weapons program. We show that 
it will take 3 to 4 years for Iran to be a Nuclear State with three nuclear weapons. However, one nuclear weapon could 
ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ άbǳŎƭŜŀǊ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ {ǘŀǘŜέΦ

ÅThere does not exist any publicly available information if Iran has made an irreversible and definitive decision to acquire 
bǳŎƭŜŀǊ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǎǘΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƻǇǘƛƻƴέ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ bƻǊ Řƻ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ LǊŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎŜƭŦ-
sufficient and is in the process of completing a network of clandestine facilities, to either move the enriched uranium 
around from one to the other until it can produce a nuclear weapon, or one facility that can undertake the total 
conversion to HEU independently. 

ÅA possibility that has been talked about by Western analysts would be that Iran could produce 3.5% U-235 or 20% U-
235, in these clandestine facilities, at the same continue with a diplomatic engagement with the P5+1 until it feels the 
political conditions are just right giving it  the option to άōǊŜŀƪƻǳǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bt¢Σ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
nuclear weapons in a short period of time.

ÅIsrael believes that the latest Iran will have a nuclear weapon capability is by 2013. That Iran should not be allowed to 
obtain any nuclear capabilities that could eventually allow it to produce nuclear weapons. In addition Israel views Iran as 
an existential threat and must be dealt with in the immediate future.

ÅU.S. believes this will be beyond 2013, and its approach is to leave all options on the table, mainly further sanctions in 
the form of Financial and Economic that will be crippling for Iran if it chooses to continue its pursuit of Nuclear Weapons. 
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Iranian threat perceptions:

ÅViews itself as a Gulf power, its aim to keep the 
waters free from any foreign military presence. 

ÅPrevent outside countries from shaping the political & 
security future of the Gulf. 

ÅThe occupation of Iraq by U.S. and presence of U.S. 
5th fleet in the waters of the Gulf. 

ÅIran maintains that the U.S. is building bases in the 
Gulf as launching pads for a strike against it. 

ÅIsrael views Iran as an Existential Threat and must be 
dealt with in the immediate future. 

ÅU.S. and Israel working to destabilize Iran and deny it 
a Nuclear Energy Program. 

ÅViews itself as a regional power in the Muslim Middle 
East therefore has a say in any M.E. Peace Process.

Iranian actions dealing with its threat perceptions:

ÅDiplomatically active to convince GCC States that 
their security better ensured by signing mutual 
agreements with it, not US. 

ÅIran has been stressing that for longer term 
regional security & stability Iran and GCC states 
should replace the reliance on foreign military 
presence and intervention. 

ÅThe need to acquire nuclear weapons and long-
range ballistic missiles as a deterrent, power 
projection and status. 

ÅAccelerating a program to build a network of 
Uranium enrichment facilities in case any one of 
them is destroyed by a U.S. military strike. 

ÅDevelop short, medium and long range ballistic 
missiles to compensate for deficiencies in air power 
and as a deterrent. 

ÅBuilding an Asymmetric Warfare capability. Political 
and Military support to Hezbullah and Hamas.

Iranian Threat Perceptions



ÅAs a response, the U.S. policy objective has been not to allow the Arabian Gulf region to be dominated by a hegemonic 
Iran. The United States believes that Iran cannot try to dominate the Gulf region as long as a U.S. military power is present

ÅBy pursuing Nuclear Weapons the U.S. position is that this will:
Áƴƻǘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ LǊŀƴΩǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΤ
Ánot achieve its goal of enhance its power both regionally and globally;
Áspark an arms race in the region;
Ácause Iran to become more insecure;
ÁIran possessing nuclear weapons would be unacceptable to the U.S.;
Á²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǊƳ ŀƭƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŀ άŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀέΦ
ÁBy extending assistance and a defense umbrella, Iran will not be able to intimidate and dominate its neighboring 
countries in particular the GCC, as Iran believes it can, once it possesses nuclear weapons.

ÅPresident Obama views Russia as an influential partner willing to help fight the proliferation of nuclear weapons mainly in 
Iran and North Korea. It has become clear that more collaboration between the US and Russia on nuclear non-proliferation 
could increase pressure on Iran, which has always taken advantage and benefitted from any disagreements between the two 
countries.

ÅIt is believed that Russia and China could be key players in preventing Iran from having a nuclear weapons program. 
However, Russia seems to have a different perception of the threat and has not shown any interest so far in applying 
pressure on Iran.

U.S. Response:
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Perceptions of Iranian threat:

ÅWith occupation of Iraq, Iran now seeks to reemerge 
as the key power in Arabian Gulf and Muslim M.E. 
region.

ÅNuclear Weapons program that poses as a serious 
threat to GCC and ME region in addition to the Short, 
Medium & Long Range Ballistic Missiles program 
capable of carrying WMD. 

ÅIran looks upon Nuclear Weapons and Ballistic 
Missiles as attractive alternatives to expensive modern 
conventional weapons for Power Projection and 
Deterrence purposes and as a means to increase status 
and prestige.

ÅOpposition to M.E. Process and its rising political 
influence there. 

Å{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ LƴǘΩƭ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΤ IŜȊōǳƭƭŀƘ ŀƴŘ IŀƳŀǎ ŀǎ 
well as Train and Control Insurgency Groups.

ÅThreat to Stability of the Gulf States, has annexed the 
three Islands that dominate entrance to Straits of 
Hormuz. Considers itself Central to any Gulf Security 
Arrangements.

ÅBuilding Asymmetric Warfare capability.

Options to deal with Iran:

ÅDiplomacy & Dialog

ÅIncentives

ÅContainment

ÅSanctions

ÅRegime Change

ÅDefense

ÅDeterrence

ÅMilitary Strike against Nuclear Facilities

West Perceptions of the Iranian Threat



ÅEarly in his administration, Obama had said he would give the Iranians until the end of 2009 to change their policy on nuclear 
weapons development. But the end of 2009 came, and the Iranians continued their policy. All along, Obama has focused on 
diplomacy on the Iran question. 

ÅSome recommend that the U.S. should remain open to dialog and negotiations with Iran. However, It should be made clear 
ǘƻ LǊŀƴΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛƭŀǊȅ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ŀ άŎǊƛǇǇƭƛƴƎέ 
ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ LǊŀƴ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻǊ ǳƴǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭέ.

Åhƴ нм {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нллфΣ LǊŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ L!9! ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ άǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ŦǳŜƭ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴǘέΣ ǘƘŜ 
Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant (FFEP), located near the city of Qom. The Agency verified that FFEP is being built to contain 
sixteen cascades, with a total of approximately 3000 centrifuges. 

ÅOn Sept. 25, 2009, President Obama and leaders of Britain and France accused Iran of building a secret underground plant, 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άCǳŘǊƻǿέ ǘƻ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŦǳŜƭΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
weapons inspectors for years.

ÅIn talks with the United States and other major powers on Oct.1, the first such discussions in which the United States has 
participated fully, Iran agreed to open the newly revealed plant to international inspection within two weeks. Iran initially
agreed in negotiations with the P5+1 (five permanent members of the UNSC plus Germany) to ship 70% (1,200 kg) declared 
Low Enriched Uranium (LEU) to Russia for further 20% enrichment and then to France for processing into fuel rods that can be 
used in the Medical Research Reactor facility in Tehran. In this way the deal reduces the LEU in Iran below the quantity needed 
which when enriched further could become weapons grade Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU).

ÅA month later, Iran stated that it would want the nuclear fuel to be delivered to Iran and its handing over of the LEU Stockpile 
to take place simultaneously in Iran. The P5+1 have been insisting that Iran transfer all of its LEU before any reactor fuel is 
shipped to Iran. 

Diplomacy & Sanctions
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ÅIran notified the UN nuclear watchdog of plans to produce 20% enriched uranium, saying it could not wait any longer to 
reach an agreement, based on its proposals, on exchanging its LEU uranium for 20% enriched uranium that will be used for 
its medical research reactor in Tehran.

ÅIran's move to begin enriching uranium to 20% drew strong criticism from U.S. President Barack Obama, who reacted by 
stating that Washington and its allies would begin developing "significant" new sanctions against Iran. The move by Iran to 
enrich uranium up to 20% could very likely spur the UN Security Council to agree on tougher economic sanctions.

ÅSpeaking in Italy, US Defense Secretary Robert Gates said:
άLŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LǊŀƴƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΣέ aǊΦ DŀǘŜǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇŀǊǘΦ ά.ǳǘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ all
ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ

Å{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ wƛȅŀŘƘ ƴŜǿǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ aǊǎΦ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴΣ {ŀǳŘƛ !ǊŀōƛŀΩǎ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ tǊƛƴŎŜ {ŀǳŘ ǎŀƛŘΥ Ϧ{ŀƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
are a long term solution. They may work, we can't judge. "But we see the issue in the shorter term maybe because we are 
ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦΦΦ {ƻ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦά

ÅAccording to a report by Spiegel Online, the European Union is preparing to impose stiff sanctions against Iran in the
energy and financial sectors, where the regime is particularly vulnerable, and will have a serious impact on the Iranian 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǊƛǇǇƭƛƴƎ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ LǊŀƴΩǎ ƎŀǎƻƭƛƴŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎΣ ŀǎ ¢ŜƘǊŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ пл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 
gasoline. These go beyond the typical sanctions such as: trade embargo on military equipment and dual use technologies, 
nuclear products, travel bans on Iranian officials involved in the Nuclear program.  
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ÅIt is possible that Israel will carry out a strike against Iranian Nuclear Facilities, if the U.S. does not, with the  objective of 
either destroying  the program or delaying it for some years. The success of the Strike Mission will be measured by how 
much of the Enrichment program has it destroyed, or the number of years it has delayed Iranian acquisition of enough 
Uranium or Plutonium from the Arak reactor to build a nuclear bomb.

ÅWe conclude that a military strike by Israel against Iranian Nuclear Facilities is possible and the optimum  route would be 
along the Syrian-Turkish border then over a small portion of Iraq then into Iran, and back the  same route. However, the 
number of aircraft required, refueling along the way and getting to the targets without  being detected or intercepted would 
be complex and high risk and would lack any assurances that the overall  mission will have a high success rate.

ÅThe U.S. would certainly be perceived as being a part of the conspiracy and having assisted and given Israel the green light,
whether it did or had no part in it whatsoever. This would undermine the U.S. objectives in increasing  stability in the region 
and bringing about a peaceful solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. It will also harm for a very  long period of time relations
between the U.S. and its close regional allies.

ÅAnother scenario is in using Low Yield Earth Penetrating Nuclear Weapons as a substitute for conventional weapons to 
attack deeply buried nuclear facilities in Iran. Some believe that these are the only weapons that can destroy targets deep 
underground or in tunnels.

ÅThe Israeli Sea Launched Cruise Missile (SLCM), Popeye Turbo, with a range of 1,500km launched from the German built 
Dolphin-class submarine, is capable of carrying these nuclear warheads.  Israel is reported to possess a 200kg nuclear 
warhead containing 6 kg of weapons grade Plutonium that could be mounted on the Sea Launched Cruise Missiles and 
producing a Yield of 20KT. 

ÅVery unlikely that any U.S. President would authorize the use of such nuclear weapons, or even allow any other country, 
even a strong ally such as Israel, to use them, unless another country had used nuclear weapons against the U.S. and its 
allies.

Israeli Strike

Military Strikes
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ÅGCC aircraft allocated for the strike mission would be: F-15S, F-16C and Mirage 2000, equipped with GBU-27A 
and GBU-28A bombs.

ÅMission, can be operationally achieved with a much higher success rate than an Israeli strike, given the same 
aircraft and weapons. Shorter distances to cover giving the capability to keep up a sustained GCC attack over a 
couple of days.

However, 

ÅGCC countries will not launch a strike on Iran, nor will they allow their territories to be used as a launching 
stage in any pre-emptive strikes against Iran. The GCC States military posture has always been a Defensive 
Posture. 

ÅGCC has been calling for a peaceful resolution of the Nuclear weapons issue between the West and Iran in the 
ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ 5ƛŀƭƻƎ ŀƴŘ bŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ D// ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŎǊƛǇǇƭƛƴƎέ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
is being presently advocated and definitely or in a way that would affect the Iranian people, such as Financial, 
Gasoline and Economic.

ÅEven with a U.N. resolution to attack and destroy the Iranian facilities, the GCC countries will most probably not 
participate, but could give low profile support. 

GCC Strike:

ÅIt is doubtful that an Israeli strike on Iranian Nuclear Facilities would bring Syria into a direct conflict with Israel. 
Syria  knows very well that alone its military forces are no match to Israel. However, proxy actors such as 
Hezbollah would  engage Israel in anti-symmetric attacks, with Syrian and Iranian assistance.

ÅA strike by Israel on Iran will give rise to regional instability and conflict as well as terrorism. The regional  
security consequences will be catastrophic.
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US Strike

ÅB-2 bombers out of Diego Garcia, each carrying 2 GBU-57 MOP bombs.

ÅMission can be achieved with a high success rate also maintaining a sustained strike over a couple of days.

ÅB-2 bombers escorted by F-18s from the 5th fleet stationed in the Gulf waters, or F-15Es and F-16Cs from forward area 
bases.

ÅUnited States and Western allies considered to be the only countries involved, no GCC or any Arab country involvement 
and especially no-Israeli direct involvement.

ÅStill though, Iran most probably will accuse Israel to be part of the Strike and will try to retaliate, either by launching a
Ballistic Missile on Israel carrying conventional or WMD (chemical, biological, radiological) and activating Hezbullah to 
launch cross border attacks against Israel.

ÅIran would also try to attack any U.S. military airbases that are active in the Gulf even if they are stationed in GCC 
countries. 

ÅIf Iran attacks any of the GCC countries, then they will have the right to self-defense. In addition the whole Arab Middle 
East will not accept an Iranian attack on any of the GCC countries.   

16



Deterrence Active Defense Pre-emptive Strike Strategic Depth

GCC Conventional against 
Iran or any other
adversary.

TBMDefense Systems 
with the U.S. Has zero 
tolerance of Ballistic 
Missile leakage even if 
conventional.

Has capability but will 
NOT launch.Not part of 
military doctrine. 
Military Posture purely 
Defensive.

None. Only Saudi Arabia 
has the Strategic Depth. 
Other GCCstates are 
frontline states.A very 
short time window in the 
defense against Ballistic 
Missiles

Israel Nuclear & 
Conventional. Any 
adversary it 
considers as an 
existential threat,

TBM Defense Systems, 
Israeli Arrowsystem 
as well as U.S. 
systems.

Hasthe capability and 
YES will launch given 
the support and green 
light by the U.S. Pre-
emptive strike part of 
Military Doctrine. Past 
experience, the Iraqi 
Osirak Nuclear Power 
Plant.

Yes, U.S. installed 
strategic long range X-
band radar system,can 
detect incoming missiles 
from hundreds of miles 
away, thereby 
intercepting them as far 
as possible from Israeli 
borders.

US Nuclear & 
Conventional

Yes and prepositioning 
some in the Middle
East region.

Has the capability but
must weigh the 
regional political and 
military consequences.

Yes. Has forward bases in 
the region as well a 
Naval Fleet from which it 
can launch.
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What could accelerate a military confrontation with 
Iran:

ÅDiscovery of further Iranian covert activities in 
establishing Uranium enrichment facilities for the 
purpose of building Nuclear Weapons. 

ÅIran to posses enough weapons grade HEU for a 
nuclear weapon that can serve as a deterrent against 
U.S. and Israeli strike. 

ÅHaving in its possession highly accurate short, 
medium and long range ballistic missiles, capable of 
carrying WMD weapons. 

ÅA modern SAM air defense system, such as Russian S-
оллta¦н άCŀǾƻǊƛǘέΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ LǊŀƴ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ .a5 
capability as well. 

ÅA Maritime capability that can start threatening 
commercial shipping and Naval Forces in the Gulf, and 
possibility of interrupting flow of oil through Straits of 
Hormuz. 

ÅTrain and control a number of Insurgency groups and 
terrorists, increasing threat of asymmetric attacks 
against US allies in the region.

Iran military response:

ÅImmediate retaliation using its Shehab III BMs on 
Israeli military, civilian and nuclear sites  including 
the use of CBR warheads. 

ÅGive rise to regional instability through conflict as 
well as terrorism. 

ÅDestabilizing Iraq through the Shia against U.S. 
presence, and further arming insurgency groups 
when possible. 

ÅSupport and upgrade Taliban capabilities in 
Afghanistan. 

ÅIncrease threat of asymmetric attacks against 
American interests and allies in the region. Attack 
U.S. military bases that are active and stationed in 
the Gulf States

ÅUse proxy groups such as Hezbullah or Hamas to 
attack Israel proper with suicide bombings and 
rocket attacks. 

ÅTarget U.S. and Western shipping in the Gulf, and 
attempt to disrupt the flow of oil through Straits of 
Hormuz. 

ÅWithdraw from NPT Treaty and start accelerated 
nuclear weapons program.

Military Confrontation with Iran



ÅThe study concludes that the U.S. is central to any Diplomatic solution in dealing with the Iranian Nuclear Program, and the 
only country that can launch a successful  Military Solution, if all peaceful options have been exhausted and Iran has left no 
other means to convince it to stop or change its course in pursuing Nuclear Weapons, The U.S. should alone determine what 
the timeline could be if Iran does pursue the path to develop nuclear weapons. 

ÅAny realistic resolution to the Iranian nuclear program will require an approach that encompasses Military, Economic, Political
interests and differences of the West vs Iran. There will be no lasting resolution to the Iranian nuclear program until the broader 
interests of Iran, the US, the region and the world are addressed. Iran should be engaged directly by the U.S. with an agenda
open to all areas of military and non-military issues that both are in agreement or disagreement. 

ÅThe U.S. should continue trying to make diplomacy and engagement the priority in dealing with the Iranian Nuclear Program, 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ±ŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LǊŀƴΩǎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴy 
diplomatic dialogue, while trying at the same time to persuade Iran to stop its enrichment program. However, in this area the
¦Φ{Φ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛƴŜ ƭƛƴŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ²a5 ŀƴŘ .ŀƭƭƛǎǘƛŎ aƛǎǎƛƭŜǎ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Iranian Nuclear development program. The U.S. must recognize that both are very closely inter-related and are fueling each 
other. So the U.S. should be prepared to address both issues simultaneously while trying not to be perceived as though it has
double standards when it comes to Israel.

ÅThe Arab States, have become extremely frustrated with the U.S. and the West double standard when addressing the 
Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East. Most probably  they will not condone any attack on Iran under 
the pretext that Iran poses an existential threat to Israel and a  security threat to the whole region, whilst Israel has some 200 
to 300 nuclear  weapons, and the delivery means  using the Jericho missiles, in addition to Israel still occupying the West Bank
and  the Syrian Golan Heights.

Å¢ƘŜ !Ǌŀō {ǘŀǘŜǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ LǊŀƴΩǎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛent 
conditions to establish peace and security in the Middle East region. In fact, a solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict through 
a two state solution, and for a regional peace based on the Arab Peace Initiative are central and fundamental to establishing
peace and security in the Middle East region.  

Conclusions:
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ÅIn general to influence Iranian policy and promote a more positive nature of the regime. Move from a Confrontational to a 
Cooperative foreign policy.

ÅMilitary Posture to be more Defensive rather than Offensive. 

ÅOpen all facilities for IAEA inspection in particular the Uranium Enrichment Facilities.

ÅStop arming Hezbullah and Hamas., and actually play a role in disarming Hezbullah.

ÅDestroy all Long Range Ballistic Missiles that are a threat to the Arab GCC countries and the region.

ÅStart Confidence & Security Building Measures with the Arabian Gulf States.

ÅIran to find a peaceful solution in withdrawing from the three UAE islands in the Gulf waters that it occupied.

ÅStart a dialog with the M.E. region including Israel on the establishment of a WMDFZ and other forms of Arms Control.

ÅSupport the Israeli-Syrian Peace Negotiations based on UNSCR 242 & 338.

ÅJoin the Arab countries in supporting a peaceful solution to the Palestinian-Israeli negotiations and the two state solution.

ÅSupport the US in Iraq, especially the Shia Groups and for them not to attack U.S personnel.

ÅSupport the U.S. in Afghanistan by not supporting the Taliban or other Insurgency groups.

ÅSupport the U.S. in the war against Terrorism and in particular Al-Qaida.

U.S. Negotiations:
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ÅGuarantee and Security Assurances that Israel does not strike Iran.

ÅPut a stop to the Israeli threats to the survival of the Iranian regime.

ÅDisarming Israel from its Nuclear Weapons capability and its long range Ballistic Missiles.

ÅThe Muslim Arab world to recognize the importance of Iran as a regional power and the key role it plays in the 
security and stability of the region, and to be treated as such.

ÅUS and Europe to support the construction of Oil and Gas pipeline from the Caspian region through Iran into 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and India.

ÅThe U.S. to arrange for a defense dialog with Pakistan and India (the two nuclear states neighboring Iran).

ÅIran to play a role in the security and stability of Afghanistan. To ensure no emergence of opposition groups in 
Afghanistan.

ÅTo have access to all developments of Science and Technology in the West.

ÅTo rebuild its conventional armed forces.

ÅFor the U.S. to help in structurally upgrading its oil fields, and guarantee a Nuclear Power program. 

Iranian Negotiations:
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hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ LǊŀƴΩǎ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ wŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ
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ÅLǊŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜǘǊƻƭŜǳƳ 9ȄǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ όht9/ύΣ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƻǇ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǝŀǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΦ LǊŀƴ ƛǎ ht9/Ωǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-largest producer and exporter after Saudi 
Arabia, and is the fourth-largest exporter of crude oil globally after Saudi Arabia, Russia, and Norway. 

ÅAs of January 2009, Iran has an estimated 136.2 billion barrels of proven oil reserves, or roughly 10 percent of the 
world's total proven petroleum. 

Crude Oil Production:
ÅLǊŀƴ ƛǎ ht9/Ωǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-largest producer after Saudi Arabia. In 2007, Iran produced approximately 4.1 million barrels per 
day (bbl/d) of total liquids, of which roughly 3.8 million bbl/d was crude oil, equal to about 4.5 percent of global 
production. 

ÅCƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ нллуΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ LǊŀƴΩǎ ht9/ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ оΦу Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōōƭκŘΤ ht9/-wide cuts in late 
нллу ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǿŜǊŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŀ ǘƻ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ оΦс Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōōƭκŘΦ LǊŀƴΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎǊǳŘŜ ƻƛƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƛǎ
estimated to be 3.9 million bbl/d. 

ÅIran produced 6 million bbl/d of crude oil in 1974, but has been unable to produce at that level since the 1979 revolution 
ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿŀǊΣ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ LǊŀƴΩǎ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ƻƛƭ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΦ 

ÅLǊŀƴΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ǊŀǘŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ у ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻƴǎƘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ мм ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
Iranian recovery rates are 20-25 percent. It is estimated that 400,000-700,000 bbl/d of crude production is lost annually 
due to declines in the mature oil fields. 

Å! нллт bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΣ LǊŀƴΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ 
нллт ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜŘ нΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōōƭκŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ȊŜǊƻ ōȅ нлмрΦ ¢ƻ ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ǊŀǘŜǎΣ LǊŀƴΩǎ ƻƛƭ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ 
structural upgrades including enhanced oil recovery (EOR) efforts such as natural gas injection. 

Consumption
ÅLǊŀƴΩǎ ƻƛƭ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мΦт Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōōƭκŘ ƛƴ нллтΦ LǊŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǊŜŦƛƴŜǊȅ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
of light fuels, and consequently imports much of its gasoline supply. Iranian domestic oil demand is mainly for gasoline 
and diesel. 

(Source: EIA Iran  Country Analysis Brief)



Oil and Gas Fields in the Gulf Region

Oil Fields
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Top Proven World Oil Reserves
January 1, 2009 (Billion Barrels)

World Natural Gas Reserves by Country
January 1, 2009 (Trillion Cubic Feet)

(Source: EIA Iran Country Analysis Brief)
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