Cross-Strait Security Initiative

Second ""Koo-Wang Talks" (Shanghai)
October 14, 1998

Taiwan: 1t has been nearly 50 years since the two sides of the Taiwan Strait became two
equal entities under divided rule and not subordinate to each other. A "divided China" is
not only a historical fact, but also a political reality.

Taiwan: China's unification hinges upon the democratization of the Chinese mainland.
Only when the Chinese mainland has achieved democracy can the two sides of the
Taiwan Strait talk about unification.

PRC: Mr. Wang said that Taiwan's political status can be discussed under the one China
principle. On this point, both Mr. Jiang Zemin and Mr. Qian Qichen had similar
comments to the effect that anything can be put on the table under the one China
principle. Therefore, on the question of one China, this will be our consistent stand before
the two sides across the strait are reunified: there is only one China across the strait,
Taiwan is part of China, and Chinese sovereignty and territorial integrity are indivisible.
... Now, the Government of the People's Republic of China is universally acknowledged
internationally as the only legitimate government representing China. In spite of this, the
two sides should still negotiate on equal footing under the principle that there is but one
China. The issue of whether the talks are between central or local authorities can be left
aside.
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